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A Promised Land by  Barack Obama 

In the stirring, highly anticipated first volume of his

presidential memoirs, Barack Obama tells the story of

his improbable odyssey from young

man searching for his identity to leader

of the free world, describing in

strikingly personal detail both his

political education and the landmark

moments of the first term of his

historic presidency—a time of dramatic

transformation and turmoil.

Obama takes readers on a

compelling journey from his earliest

political aspirations to the pivotal Iowa caucus victory

that demonstrated the power of grassroots activism to

the watershed night of November 4, 2008, when he was

elected 44th president of the United States, becoming

the first African American to hold the nation’s highest

office.

A Promised Land is extraordinarily intimate and

introspective—the story of one man’s bet with history,

the faith of a community organizer tested on the world

stage. Obama is candid about the balancing act of running

for office as a Black American, bearing the expectations

of a generation buoyed by messages of “hope and change,”

and meeting the moral challenges of high-stakes decision-

making. He is frank about the forces that opposed him at

home and abroad, open about how living in the White

House affected his wife and daughters, and unafraid to

reveal self-doubt and disappointment. Yet he never wavers

from his belief that inside the great, ongoing American

experiment, progress is always possible.

This beautifully written and powerful book captures

Barack Obama’s conviction that democracy is not a gift

from on high but something founded on empathy and

common understanding and built together, day by day.

(A Goodreads review)

Dear readers

We are almost there! We stand on the threshold of an

historic landmark year in the life of our movement. And the

celebrations have already begun in some parts of the globe.

The cover page depicts the gaiety at the

North Atlantic Regional Convention in

May this year marking the year-long

celebrations which included the

launching of a major fundraising activity

for a centenary project.

However, for the past one-and-a-half

years we have all been in a state of limbo,

not knowing whether there will be

another wave of the pandemic or not.

We felt vulnerable and yet this did not stop us from engaging

with the community and supporting them where needed.

We are not sure if the pandemic is behind us but, it appears,

we are all now attuned to a ‘new normal’.

We lead this issue with a keynote address delivered by

Bishop Theodosius Mar Thoma Metropolitan during the

inauguration of the newly-formed Central Travancore Region.

The Bishop concludes: “This crisis is not an end. New life,

new faith expressions and assertions are discovered by living

out this crisis. A practice of neighbourliness, mutuality and

complementarity which denies all kinds of exclusions and

othering are included in this.” As an organisation based on

the ethical teachings of Jesus Christ, this must be our clarion

call as we enter a new century of our activities to stay relevant

in a society already torn asunder by divisions of politics,

ethnicity, nationalism, race, religion, gender, caste and so on.

One other issue that gets prominence here is climate change

which is beginning to have tell-tale effects on our daily lives.

There is some hope in small actions by individuals as is evident

from the Cleanup Campaign of 18 September. Although it is

only a day’s effort, reports indicate that over 11 million people

in 166 countries were engaged in the one-day activity last year.

This year that number is expected to touch 20 million

volunteers in 180 countries.

What is heartening to note is that it all started as a small

effort in the small northern European country of Estonia, in

2008. Over 50,000 people united to clean up the entire

country in just five hours. On that day, a global bottom-up

civic movement was born and spread like wildfire around the

globe. This year YMI also became part of that civic movement

and that’s a welcome move.

Happy reading!

Stay safe, stay healthy!

Y’sly,

Koshy Mathew
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KEYNOTEKEYNOTEKEYNOTEKEYNOTEKEYNOTE

Greetings to all members of Y’s Men International and

dear friends participating in this inaugural function of

the Central Travancore Region and the installation of its

first Regional Director. On behalf of all the friends and

the Malankara Mar Thoma Church I congratulate Mr.

George Daniel and pray for God’s blessings upon

everyone and all activities of the Region.

The second wave of COVID-19 has triggered a panpanic

in the country. Panpanic is a relatively new term which

refers to a strong feeling of fear caused by the pandemic,

leading to a lack of reasonable thought and action. As

our nation is witnessing mass cremations and a deluge of

pandemic-related deaths, it would not be an exaggeration

to say that it is not just the people, but the whole ‘system’

that is in a state of panpanic.

COVID-19 rewrote the entire narrative of the human

predicament. It opened up a new reality, the reality of

the new normal. The pandemic affected the whole of

humanity and unleashed massive suffering. It resulted in

the loss of human life on a large scale and threatened the

equilibrium of public life. Even the economic and social

ramifications of the pandemic are devastating. It challenged

life situations of many. Loss of jobs and the resultant

economic deprivation is continuing to create havoc in

our life. This pandemic, with our response to it and the

changes it brought, is going to be one of the strongest

marks in the historical memory of this planet.

Challenge to Create an Egalitarian Space

Along with the sociological, psychological, and

economic dimensions, addressing the issue of COVID-

19 from a faith perspective is a challenging one. Theology

is our understanding of the nature of God. This, in turn,

influences the way we see and respond to God and the

world. So, the challenges which we are facing today are

providing a unique opportunity to the faith community/

organisation to formulate a right theology and, on the

basis of that theology, a strong faith which will ultimately

lead to witnessing.

Walter Brueggemann, the Old Testament theologian

argues that the present crisis is an opportunity to reimagine

the vision of neighbourliness. It allows us to have the

courage and imagination to enliven a new vision of

Practice Neighbourliness, Mutuality
and Complementarity
Dr. Theodosius Mar Thoma Metropolitan

togetherness. This new situation and the demands of the

new normal support us to have organisational self-assertion

that stimulates in promoting a collective social will to

combat the situation. As physical distancing, masking and

sanitised gestures become the new norms of community

life, the challenge lies in creating an egalitarian space amid

this newness.

We have an arduous challenge before us to engage in

God’s creative and redemptive act. The call is to manifest

the new notion of neighbourliness and togetherness that

we see in the life and ministry of Jesus. This challenges us

to envision a new notion of togetherness. The challenge

before us is to turn to God, who emptied himself, got

crucified, mutilated, resurrected, and ascended to create

a new community.

Hope, the Only Armour

In this time of pandemic when world is reeling under

fear, Y’s Men International is called to be the beacon of

hope. Hope is Y’s Men International’s only shield to face

the fear, desperation and hopelessness of the people.

During this pandemic Y’s Men International is God’s holy

nation, set apart to carry out God’s mission in a broken

and grieving world. It is called out to have a different

lifestyle based on the following actions:

1. Y’s Men International must lead the communities to

have a different mindset and lifestyle in the face of this

pandemic.

2. COVID-19 is an opportunity for Y’s Men International

to live out the healing ministry of Jesus in a very special

way. When the medical care-giving community is busyThis is the unabridged version of the keynote address by Dr. Theodosius Mar

Thoma Metropolitan, head of the worldwide Mar Thoma fellowship on the occasion

of the inauguration of the Central Travancore Region of YMI on  28  June 2021. Concluded on page 12
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Kim Sang-chae Begins His Innings as IP

The Harry M. Ballantyne

Award of Merit is the

“highest honor awarded by

Y’s Men”. The award is

bestowed from time to time

to some especially deserving

friend of the movement - an

individual - “who over a long

period has rendered service of

special value and helpfulness

to Y’s Men International.

The year’s recipient is Alan

Wallington well known as “Wally” from Kingswood Y’s

Men’s Club, Central South Region, Europe. His

contributions to our movement have been exceptional,

never-ending and growing year after year. Through nearly

three decades we have learned from Wally what it means

to be a YMI club member.

On joining the Kingswood club in 1978 he

immediately threw himself into the club’s activities,

showing his prodigious commitment and energy from the

very beginning. Wally has held most of the senior positions

in his club. He has been president a number of times and

is always a willing volunteer when secretarial duties are

required.

He has been responsible for the club bulletin, The

Youngster, for many years. He has also held numerous

international positions, including International Council

Member. He just completed two years as Regional

Director of Central Southern Europe.

Wally was editor of our international magazine, Y’s

Men’s World, for more than ten years. As the current editor

for IP NEWS, he has managed to set a standard that keeps

people looking forward to the next issue and successfully

coordinates its translation into 11 languages. His work

over the last four years as a member of the Manual Review

Committee only further showcases him as a YMI

powerhouse.

If anyone is due an award recognising contribution to

YMI in all its forms, it is Alan Wallington. He has

demonstrated the tenet that the only Y’s Man is an active

one in spades.

Alan “Wally” Wallington Honoured with Ballantyne Award

The installation ceremony of IEOs and ICMs was held on 3 July, as a ‘hybrid’ event at the Gimhae Western Cultural

Center in Gimhae, Korea.  As well as a live audience, it was also broadcast online, live through YouTube and Facebook.

PIP Moon Sang-bong pins the IP lapel pin after installing IP Kim IP Kim Sang-chae delivers his acceptance speech

The attendees of the installation ceremony at the Gimhae Western Cultural Center in Gimhae, Korea
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The essence of my leadership philosophy I learnt the hard

way, by life itself, like you have experienced yourselves, I am

sure. When the Berlin wall came down, Eastern Europe

opened, the former communist part of Europe opened, and

as a Lutheran pastor from rich Norway I was thrown into

Roman Catholic and rather poor Poland, then to

Czechoslovakia, as it was called in those days, Hungary,

Romania, Bulgaria, and further out to Armenia, Georgia,

Russia, Ukraine. I ended up working for the European YMCA

in more than 20 countries to reestablish YMCA work. After

that I became the Secretary General of YMCA Europe and

after 11 years in that position, I was appointed Secretary

General of the World Alliance of YMCAs, with 65 million

members and 100 000 employees and more than 700 000

volunteer leaders.

Nobody was interested in my background, my language,

my church, my education, my expertise. I came into that new

reality without luggage and found myself very naked and alone

and very weak. When I came down the stairs from the plane,

the only thing I was carrying, which really was of any

importance, was my values, and I carried them in my heart

and inside my head. All what I had learnt about leadership at

home mattered little in my new position and at the

international level.

Into the Unknown

My international leadership started in Poland. Back in 1991

I had to wait for months for some guidance. Nobody really

cared to offer any help. So, I asked them to help me, to guide

me into this unknown world of Eastern Europe.

And then the miracle happened. Through my helplessness,

my weakness and vulnerability the doors around me opened.

I got friends, the best friends anyone can wish for. They helped

me to understand the culture, history, and the reason they

were like they were. In that process of growing trust, growing

into friendship, they finally started to ask me some simple

questions. At that time, I could give small answers and share

from my background. A process of real leadership was starting,

not through overwhelming strength and power, but through

weakness and vulnerability.

It was in fact not about geniality, but it was all about

generosity, to be a generous leader and to ask for help from

generous people around you.  It was about leadership built

on values.

Effective Leadership In International Organisations
Johan Vilhelm Eltvik

Shaping a New Approach to Leadership

Based on experiences we developed

the leadership concept of “Begleitung,”

or “Accompaniment.” The concept is

not about strong and weak, it is not

about teacher and students, it is about

equality in value and equality in values,

and it means sharing a piece of the road,

walking hand in hand, walking side by

side, sharing with one another, no one

part dominating the other.

I realised that it was a great thing to enter Eastern Europe

with no luggage from the western world, with no power and

with no superiority, but coming only with loads of values to

be shared. This is truly a spiritual form of leadership, and at

the same time the most effective kind of leadership. Experience

shows that it is the only one working on a truly international

level.

Getting It Right

I have seen a lot of different leadership types and versions.

Most of it was egocentric, about power games and

manipulation; it did not find its inspiration in Jesus Christ,

but Machiavelli and his famous book, The Prince. There he

says that it is better for a leader to be feared than to be loved,

if he cannot be both. And the essence of his leadership

philosophy is widely described as “the end justifies the means.”

That is not effective leadership. It is corrupt in nature and

always ends in disaster. Instead of respecting people of other

cultures for what they are, they look down on them as inferior

- of lesser value.

Some examples from history would suffice to illustrate

the point. Authoritarian leaders, dictators, tend to become

insanely rich and then lose it all in pain and shame. Libya’s

Muammar Gaddafi and Iraq’s Saddam Hussein are two recent

examples. Both ended in disgrace and shame having to hole

themselves up and be executed. Stalin died over two days in

pain on the floor of his bedroom with nobody even

attempting to help him.

We could cite numerous examples of corrupt leadership,

based on Machiavellian principles. Do we find Machiavellian

inspired leadership inside the Y’s Men and the YMCA? Sure.

And we need to fight it. Because it diminishes our movements,

it stops the real growth and progress and sets us back. That is

why we must fight it. In my office there was never any short

cuts of any kind. We paid all our dues and all our taxes, and

we chose the expensive solutions, the honest ones, so that we

could sleep at night.

ON LEADERSHIPON LEADERSHIPON LEADERSHIPON LEADERSHIPON LEADERSHIP

Mr. Johan Vilhelm Eltvik, Former Secretary General World Alliance  of YMCAs

is a member of the Y’s Men’s Club of Tønsberg, Norway and is also  Y’s Men

Area Liaison to the YMCA Area Europe.

This is part of a long talk he delivered at the International Council Meeting in July

2021.
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Eighteen months ago, who would have

guessed that the world might still be

dealing with the challenges and

restrictions caused by the COVID-19

pandemic. We are certainly living in

uncertain times, and we need to adopt

new ways of thinking to manage

personally and to survive as a service

organisation.

The issue of mental health is a very

topical issue in Australia and most likely

in many parts of the world. Even though

Australia has been quite successful in

keeping the numbers of COVID-19 cases

reasonably low, the effects of community

lockdowns, curfews and state border

closures is taking its toll. Families are

unable to visit each other in person or

go away for holidays and making plans

for future activities is very fractious. For

those attending worship, people are

sitting apart from each other, with masks

and the inability to sing at times.

Numbers at sporting venues have been

cut and in some of the stadiums, there

are no spectators at all.

Technology Comes to the Rescue

What does all this mean for Y’s Men

International and its club members?

Thankfully, YMI leaders have bitten the

bullet and adopted with enthusiasm the

online technology which has become

very popular over the past year and a half.

This has helped YMI to maintain its

activities over this period with good

success. Online meetings will never

replace the benefits of meeting together

in person – the chance of sharing coffee

together in between business sessions and

the importance of developing strong

relationships and friendships. But it has

filled the gap for the time being!

Clubs have also used the online

platform for meeting together when it

wasn’t possible to meet in person and

some other clubs are meeting regularly

with their International Brother Clubs

in various parts of the world.

IP Kim Sang-chae has launched the

global project “Heal the World” this year.

Not all of us may be able to participate

in the doctors’ program and in

rebuilding communities in various

places.

We may emphasise more though, that

getting together in our clubs and in social

activities, is a worthwhile endeavour in

building stronger communities and

societies. It is often said that those people

who are active and belong to some sort

of group, are more likely to live longer

and feel a sense of satisfaction through

their activities and relationships with other

members of that group, or in the wider

world. In YMI groups, we have the chance

to become involved in something “bigger

than ourselves”.

Time to be in Solidarity

The pandemic has caused people

to feel isolated and we in YMI have

an opportunity to wrap our arms

around them, helping them to find

acceptance and purpose in our lives.

Being with others, takes us away from

our own problems and worries, often

putting them into perspective,

especially when we work together to

provide funds for those less fortunate

through our international projects

such as Time of Fast and Roll Back

Malaria.

People join clubs for different

reasons:

Making the Most of Challenges Today
PIP Jennifer Jones

w Some certainly

have a

‘ v o l u n t e e r

heart’ and are

happy to do

what they can

to make a

difference in

the lives of

others.

w Some people are lonely and

depressed and are looking for

friendship and acceptance

w Others have noted a gap in their

community where help is needed and

are very keen to help find a solution

and a group of people who can join

in solving the situation.

w Some people like the idea of being

‘internationally connected’ with

other parts of the world.

w Some see the opportunity of learning

how to become a leader and see the

club as a forum for this development.

w Maybe there are others who would

like to meet online without having

to be concerned at geographical

distance.

Whatever reason people may have for

becoming a club member, let us make

the most of their desire to join us by

encouraging us to put together groups

which meet the needs of both people

today and in the future. Let’s make our

second 100 years an interesting place to

be for YMI.
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MICRO-HISTORYMICRO-HISTORYMICRO-HISTORYMICRO-HISTORYMICRO-HISTORY

The International Council of Y’s Men International:
A Historical Perspective (Part 3)

PIP Benson Wabule, Kenya

This is the concluding part of a three-part series of articles on the History of the International Council put together by PIP Benson

Wabule through reading Y’s Men International books, manuals, policies, pamphlets and minutes of the International Council. It was

originally published by him in the June 2017 edition of Past International Presidents’ Newsletter – Editor.

As can be seen, the new 1972/1973

International Constitution laid the

firm foundation on which YMI

organisation and structure still largely

rests. Other important changes were

introduced when the International

Constitution was amended in 1982

by the International Convention held

in Seoul, Korea that year.

The new amendments did not

change the organisation or structure

of YMI. As far as the International

Council (IC) was concerned the

changes simply fine-tuned the

procedure of choosing members of the

IC stating that the total composition

of the IC would remain at 21 with

each Area having one seat while the

remaining seats would be filled on the

basis of membership strength of each

Area with only paid members being

counted.

New Concerns Arise

In the early part of the new

millennium, IC composition based on

membership strength of each Area

started to cause concern as block

voting during IC meetings and interests

of one or two Areas appeared, to some

Y’s Men, to take precedence over the

interests of the entire YMI. This

discomforting development gained

momentum during the debate, in the

years 2004 to 2006, around the

controversial proposal to relocate the

headquarters of YMI away from

Geneva. The need to re-organise the

IC became necessary.

In 2005 a committee, called the

“Power Balance Committee” was set

up with representation from all the

then 8 Areas of YMI whose

commission read as follows:

“To study the basis, system, procedure

and ways in which membership of the

IC is currently achieved and recommend

improvements in such basis, system and

procedure and ways which will serve the

long term interests of YMI; to make

recommendations on ways in which a

power balance can be achieved in the

IC which not only recognises the

democratic superiority of the majority

but also protects the rights and voice of

the minority; to make recommendations

whose core objective is to avoid possible

manipulation of membership statistics,

votes at the International level and such

other negative practices that may steer

Y’s Men International away from its

objectives as set out in the International

Constitution, Policies and Manuals”.

The work of this committee was

overshadowed by the polarising debate

over the relocation of the headquarters

of YMI and little was achieved in re-

organising the IC.

Restructuring the IC

Another milestone in the structure

of the IC came in 2010 when IP

Hirotoshi Fujii established the

International Council Structure Task

Force whose core commission was to

review the structure of the

International Council.

The recommendations of the Task

Force were accepted by the

International Council and proposed

amendments to the International

Constitution to accommodate the

recommendations were submitted to

and approved by Y’s Men Clubs in

2012. The result was that the

composition of the International

Council was reduced from 21 to 15

with effect from the year 2014/2015.

T w o

seats on the

Internation-

al Council

w e r e

reserved for

“ Y o u n g

Members”.

Article IV

of the Inter-

n a t i o n a l

Constitution was amended to read as

follows:

“There shall be fifteen (15) members

elected to the International Council.

Each Area shall be represented on the

Council by one (1) member. Two seats

shall be occupied by Young Members not

from the same Area, elected by the Areas

on a rotational basis as referred to in

Guideline 414. The remaining seats

shall be allocated to the Areas based on

the proportion of paid membership of

the Area to the total paid membership

of the Association, but no Area shall be

entitled to more than three (3) seats,

excluding any seat held by a Young

Member. All members elected to the

International Council from 2013 on

shall serve only one (1) two (2) year term

of office, except those elected as Young

Members who, after serving one (1) two

(2) year term as such may, after attaining

the age of forty (40) years and providing

a minimum period of five (5) years has

elapsed, serve an additional one (1) term

of two (2) years”.

The International Council still

stands as the apex legislative body in

Y’s Men International and will clearly

continue to play critical roles in the

organisation, direction and operations

of Y’s Men International for a long

time to come.
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THINKING ALOUDTHINKING ALOUDTHINKING ALOUDTHINKING ALOUDTHINKING ALOUD

Have you ever thought about the photos

and special memories that you have of

Y’s Men, whether it is a picture of the

charter, photos of club activities, or maybe

the first Regional, Area, or International

Convention that you attended? What

happens to them when the club is no

longer functioning or the owner of the

photo moves or dies?

What Happens Next?
ISD Historian Debbie Redmond Ponders Over the Fate of a Rich Treasure Trove

clubs, nothing remains unless there is a

short newspaper article telling about the

club. The only thing left is the name and

the charter date. That is the same in

other countries too. Obviously, the

people that were a part of those clubs

had photos or other treasures from the

club but nothing was shared and when

they were gone, the photos and treasures

seem to be gone too.

An example of this would be about

somebody that most know the name,

Elmer Crowe. There is an award named

for him and the original money for the

award was given by his widow, Marcia

Crowe (who was also a very active Y’s

Menette in the very first club). It took a

lot of searching to find a newspaper

photo of Elmer Crowe. Suddenly,

Elmer’s grandson sent a question to YMI

in Geneva asking about the Elmer

Crowe Award. He knew nothing about

his own grandparents’ involvement in

Y’s Men or why an award would bear

the name of his grandfather. Come to

find out, I knew more about his

grandparents and their activities in Y’s

Men than he did. Elmer’s grandson did

share a couple of photos of Elmer

Crowe. Something to go alongside the

special award in his name.

In my own town, there were six clubs

chartered at the same time that my club

was chartered. Additionally, there were

several other clubs a little bit older yet

there are not much in the way of photos

or information about those clubs. When

the club and/or people from the club

died, the photos were no longer around

to be shared. Please don’t let that

happen. Please consider these treasures

and share (even if it is only digitally) with

Y’s Men so we can all appreciate them.

Several treasures have been shared

recently both in my own Region as well

as from several Regions in Canada. One

was a photo of an International

Convention in the 1940s, one was a

photo recovered by the cousin of a

member of another International

Convention in 1929, and there were

several showing the entire club either in

charter or possibly an anniversary.

However, those finds are rare. What

happened to the rest of the clubs and

the rest of the members?

Save them for Posterity

Not sure what to keep and what to

toss? Have you left any instructions as to

what should be done with your Y’s Men

treasures when you are gone? For me,

my children will know what items

should be sent to the Archives and/or

the Y’s Men Historian. I have made

several road trips to either help a club

sort out and organise their club

memories and/or to retrieve some

treasures from someone who no longer

had room for items special to YMI. There

are several more road trips in the near

future, but if you can have the treasures

at least scanned, that would be great too.

Let’s not continue to lose our legacy!

We need to enjoy these treasures and

share them while we are able to at least

store digitally for future generations to

enjoy.

Elmer Crowe in England, 1917

Quite often, the family may not be

interested in having those treasures and

only want to keep family related photos.

Those are the photos that are often lost

and never recovered. Those are the

photos that tell the legacy of this

organisation yet have never been shared.

The lost photos and memories are not

just a part of our legacy but also the legacy

of the family member. Please don’t let

that happen. Why not have someone

scan the photos and write down what

you know about them and share with

us.

Sad State of Affairs

Did you know that the United States

alone has had almost 1,300 chartered

clubs since 1922? For most of those

Elmer and Marcia Crowe, 1921

8
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The extreme climate events in Europe, North America

and China in the last two months have not left any doubt

about the fact that the earth is well into the time of

climate change. The time for evidence is well past and

now we are witnessing the manifestations of climate change

on scales that are getting bigger and bigger.

Global temperatures soared in June, which was the

warmest June on record in North America and the fourth

warmest for the world overall. Unusually severe heat

conditions were experienced in parts of Europe and the

Russian Arctic also, which had an impact on a continent

which is mostly the colder part of the globe. But after the

hotter months came the more disastrous rains and floods

which have devastated many areas of Europe, especially

in Germany, Belgium, the Netherlands and Luxembourg.

About 200 people have lost their lives, thousands have

been displaced and a lot of property has been destroyed.

Climate Change Impact is Getting Bigger
Wildfires in America, rains and floods in Europe, China ….

ENVIRONMENTENVIRONMENTENVIRONMENTENVIRONMENTENVIRONMENT

from the extreme climate phenomena and freak events

like changes in rainfall patterns, cyclones and the rise in

sea levels that happen more frequently now. China, which

has implemented vast water management schemes across

the country and tamed its rivers, has seen record rains

and devastating floods this year. India, too, is witnessing

irregular rainfall and floods in many places, including in

Mumbai and Gurugram.

These are annual and even daily reminders of our failure

to take climate action which will reverse the damage done

or at least arrest it where it is now. There is still no

agreement on the implementation of the Paris Agreement.

All the governments, civil society and all organisations

have to come together to address the challenge which is

worsening by the day. The coronavirus will go away sooner

or later, and life will limp back to normal. But climate

change will cause irreversible loss and damage and life

might become unsustainable.

This piece originally appeared in Deccan Herald, a Bangalore-based daily as an

editorial on 23 July 2021. It is published here with permission from its Editor.

Rains or Fires, they all Reflect the Same Reality

Heat waves and wildfires on one side and rains and

floods on the other may seem to be natural events that

are opposed to each other, but they reflect the same reality

about climate change. There is now widespread scepticism

about meteorological predictions, not because the systems

have changed but because they are unable to understand

the changes that are happening now. Changes in weather

and other natural phenomena have been taking place for

many decades, first imperceptibly and then on small scales.

But they are now growing into big extreme events that

are impacting lives in a big way.

If the same events that are happening in the US and

Europe happened in Asia or Africa, the loss of lives and

property would be many times more. This has been seen

For representation only

The 2022 Y’s Men International

Convention and International

Youth Convocation Cancelled

It is with much regret that the IC2022 Host Committee announces

that the Y’s Men International Convention and International Youth

Convocation scheduled for August 2022 in Honolulu, Hawai’i are

cancelled. There will be no alternate dates.

Due to ongoing uncertainty across the globe created by the

COVID-19 pandemic, the Host Committee has established it is not

able to confidently plan and present a world class event that will

allow all-inclusive participation by our diverse YMI membership.

Alternative options for an international convention in Hawai’i for

2023 or 2024 were suggested and considered, but not deemed

possible to accept at this time.

The Host Committee wishes to thank everyone – volunteers all -

who worked for many months, and even years, on a plan for

IC2022 which would be a memorable experience for all

participants. The US Area and Hawai’i Region are especially

acknowledged for their diligent efforts to offer this event.

Celebrations for the 100th anniversary of our Y’s Men International

movement will still take place in our various Areas and Regions

as planned through the Centenary Committee, with an international

centennial celebration event hosted in Taiwan from 15 to 17

November 2022.

9
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ENVIRONMENTENVIRONMENTENVIRONMENTENVIRONMENTENVIRONMENT

You would have found it hard to avoid

the latest news from the IPCC, the

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate

Change. The IPCC

produces major

reports about every

five years; this recent

one is a little later

than usual because

of COVID-19.

This report

makes it clearer than

ever that there is a problem, and humans

are the main cause of the problem. The

problem being climate change or global

warming. The cause being the burning

of fossil fuels by humans.

This report indicates that the rate of

warming is faster than previously

predicted and that warming of 1.5oC is

now expected much sooner. Although

1.5oC doesn’t sound like much, I’d like

winters where I live to be 10oC warmer,

but the problems of a warming world

are already being experienced. In

particular extreme weather events, fires,

droughts, etc.

Australia contributes much more

than its share to the problem because of

the generation of electricity using coal.

It is one of the major contributors to

greenhouse gases and Australia has a high

percentage of electricity from coal

burning power stations. Natural gas is

not much better either when the leakage

from the mining of gas is taken into

account.

Fortunately, all state governments

and territories in Australia are planning

for and implementing the transition to

emission-free renewables for electricity.

The use of gas in buildings became more

expensive than electricity a few years ago,

so the transition to all electric buildings

is taking place, regardless of the

marketing spin of the gas industry. The

transportation sector is also a large

contributor to greenhouse gases.

However, while Australia is a long way

behind many other advanced economy

countries, the transition to electric

vehicles, for both light vehicles and heavy

vehicles will happen over the next few

years.

Australia is a major exporter of fossil

fuels, coal and natural gas in particular.

The businesses and workforce involved

in these industries want to keep making

profits and earning wages respectively.

Other countries, for example, Germany

has transitioned away from coal without

‘anyone becoming unemployed’, but

that transition required courage by

political leaders.

I am currently involved in

implementing 7 x 100kW solar rooftop

projects, thanks to funding from the

Victorian Government. These projects are

coordinated by the Bendigo Sustainability

Group which is currently looking for

more potential hosts for further

“community renewable energy” projects.

Climate Change - Some Challenges
Colin Lambie, ASD - Green Activities & Environment

The Cleanup Continues

Y's Men from Yekaterinburg spent Saturday 18 September (World Cleanup Day) cleaning the garden and harvesting

in the orphanage of Chernousovo. After a long break it was so nice to meet personally with children!

This year’s World Cleanup Day was on 18 September 2021. A call from our ISD Ulrik Lauridsen who coordinated

the Week4Waste early this year motivated some clubs to be engaged in the cleanup of their neighbourhoods. Bamenda

Club, Cameroon (above) was one of the first to do so. (Reports are trickling in as we go to the press – Ed)

10
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Y’S MENETTESY’S MENETTESY’S MENETTESY’S MENETTESY’S MENETTES

We have created an outdoor sports playground with gym

equipment in the grounds of the Zaporizhzhia Regional Centre

of Social and Psychological Rehabilitation for Children where

orphans and poor children are cared for. We have also provided

teaching for the children, so they can learn good health habits.

Viktor Serbulov of the YMCA Ukraine is the Project

Coordinator and has advised me that in spring the situation

with COVID-19 was rather hard in Ukraine, the government

Project in Ukraine Concluded Successfully
Y’s Menettes International Project Coordinator Joy McNamara writes on the project, “Sports and informal

education as tools of healthy lifestyle promotion among vulnerable children at Zaporizhzhya, Ukraine”

introduced full lockdown in many regions of Ukraine,

including Zaporizhzhia. This made it necessary to postpone

some activities and training with the children. Gradually the

situation became better and, in June, Ukraine became a “green”

zone, allowing our project to be completed. The sports ground

for the children is in full operation and the training with the

children on how to have a healthy lifestyle has been provided.

The photos above show some of the children undergoing the

training of how to lead a healthy lifestyle using the material

we provided.

On 1 June 2021, a celebration was held to mark the World

Day for Children’s Protection and it was on this date the

official opening of the sports ground was held. The children

of the Centre participated in a concert to celebrate the

completion of their  new facility and training.

And as I have said before, if you are in any doubt as to

whether the Y’s Menettes International Project is of benefit

or if it makes a difference, you only need to see these happy

faces. I feel the happiness and the education we have brought

to these vulnerable children has made it all well worth us

supporting these Y’s Menettes International Projects.

Our project is now complete, and I would like to thank

Viktor Serbulov of the YMCA Ukraine for his organising of

the project. Viktor has kept me up to date at every stage of

our project which has made my task very easy.

Thank you, all.

Learning all about healthy lifestyle

Scenes from the June concert to mark World Day for Children’s Protection
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dealing with the physical aspect of healing, Y’s Men

International is especially called out for emotional,

psychological and spiritual healing and encouragement

in all the different needs of people.

3. Along with the physical suffering there are so many

byproducts of this pandemic. Isolation, uncertain

lockdowns,  economic distress, job losses, apathy

towards migrant labourers, shortage of medical

resources, etc. In such a scenario it is very much

essential that Y’s Men International must respond with

the same compassion that the Master showed.

4. Y’s Men International should not find solace in doing

one or two programmes; instead, it must come out

on a war footing. Human needs must be identified,

specific plans made, resources gathered, and plans

implemented to fulfill God’s mission.

This crisis is not an end. New life, new faith expressions

and assertions are discovered by living out this crisis. A

practice of neighbourliness, mutuality and

complementarity which denies all kinds of exclusions and

othering are included in this. Faith gives us strength and

challenges us to envision the life drawing upon the model

of the crucified God. It affirms our belief in the God

who journeys with the suffering ones and pitches tent

amidst them.

Today, Y’s Men International must respond with its

innermost being. If its members feel the same pain as the

people affected by virus, then respond with love, grace

and hope. This, I believe, is the need of the hour. Let us

move to action.

May God bless us all.

NEWS FROM AREASNEWS FROM AREASNEWS FROM AREASNEWS FROM AREASNEWS FROM AREAS

Australia: Overcoming Shortage of PPE
Eaglehawk, Bendigo and Kangaroo Flat

clubs met together at the Kangaroo Flat

clubrooms for a meal with a guest speaker

for the evening.

The programme was a follow-up on

a COVID-19-related project that was

supported by Kangaroo Flat club during

the early stages of the pandemic in

Victoria in 2020.

At a time when personal protection

equipment (PPE) supplies were not

keeping pace with the run-away demand,

two of our local multitalented general

practitioners organised the production

of medical gowns for doctors in order

to overcome the shortage.

Becoming a career in medicine in her

30s, Dr. Nicole Lowe had previously

studied fashion and clothes production,

then went on to some ten years in

information technology. This interesting

background had given her a wide range

of skills and with her great initiative and

enthusiasm as a leader and a fantastic

production process was put in place.

Initial approaches to medical

establishments such as the Australian

Medical Association and Royal

Australian College of General

Practitioners produced zero support, so

they decided to go it alone. The

community provided great support as

did several commercial firms. A large

fabric retailer donated material, a

Melbourne clothing firm cut the material

to the pattern free of charge, and a local

transport company shipped the finished

gowns around the state at no cost.

Many hundreds of medical gowns

were funded, made, and distributed last

year largely due to the exceptional

leadership for the project provided by

Dr. Nicole Lowe.
Source: Bendigo club bulletin, September 2021

Graham Pemberton and Nicole Lowe holding

samples of the gowns produced

KEYNOTE (Continued frm page 3)

We invite your club and all others around the world to

conduct one or more celebration activities in the Week of

Celebration from 1 – 8 May 2022.

This little book is meant to be a source of inspiration for

clubs to motivate them to celebrate 100 years of friendship

and charity.

As it is our 100th year, we tried to find 100 suggestions on

how your club might celebrate the occasion. We did not find

100, but maybe you and your club can find one we missed. If

you do, please be sure to let us know your idea on the

Facebook page!

Download the booklet from here:

https://www.ysmen.org/centenary/our-100-years/

Calling All Clubs to Celebrate
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Y’s Men’s Club of Mumbai sponsored one housing unit costing INR 70,000 (approx. USD 1,000) to participate in the Rotary International-sponsored project,

Ashiyana, that provides low-cost houses to the homeless. This unit was handed over by Club President Rui Rodriguez (in blue shirt) on 29 August to a deserving

family in the tribal belt of Wada, about 120 kilometres away from Mumbai city.

North Atlantic Region (NAR) has embarked on a year-long

celebration of the centennial in May 2021 by launching a

commemorative charity project with the objective of donating

25,000 meals to the Food Bank for New York City – a

nonprofit organisation, which has been working for over 36

years to end food poverty in New York City.

Food Bank for New York City is a certified member of

Feeding America, USA’s largest network of hunger relief

organisations.

The amount of USD 5,000 necessary to donate 25,000

meals was planned to be raised through charitable

contributions from members of North Atlantic Region’s

constituent clubs. Due to generous contributions from various

club members and their families, not only were the required

funds collected within a short timeframe, they also exceeded

the anticipated target by $1,000. Therefore, the donation was

increased from 25,000 meals ($5,000) to 30,000 meals (USD

6,000).
Joseph Kanjamala

USA: NAR Raises Support for Food Bank

NEWS FROM AREASNEWS FROM AREASNEWS FROM AREASNEWS FROM AREASNEWS FROM AREAS

Janis Robinson, Vice President, Institutions and Partnerships of Food Bank

NYC receiving the cheque for USD 6,000 from US Area President Shaju Sam,

IPRD Joseph Kanjamala, PISD (PR) Korason Varghese and Regional

Secretary Edwin Katthi

Vidya Jyothi  is a project adopted by Bangalore District II to donate laptops and smart phones for children’s online learning. Seen above are DG Subeesh and

Sheela Deepak of the Y’s Menettes’ Club of Bangalore handing over the first laptop and a smart phone, respectively, to deserving students

Bangalore, India: Project Vidya Jyoti - Gifting Smart Devices to Children

Mumbai, India: Tribal Housing Initiative
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Brazil, like many countries in the world,

has been facing great difficulties caused

by the COVID-19 virus.

However, it is in difficult times that

we discover the strength we have in

reserve and we understand the

possibilities that present themselves and

make us grow. The force that moved us

in this period, which is engraved in our

hearts, is the objective of every YMI

volunteer. It is love to the less fortunate

in this difficult time, solidarity, support,

the friendly arm and the word that

consoles.

Thus, the Y’s Men from Brazil

Region have gone out to meet many

hardships and turned to needy

communities and street residents, as well

as to support the social projects of our

YMCA partner.

With the lockdown, countless

Support for the Needy in Brazil
companies went bankrupt, dismissing

employees and leaving families helpless.

Some lost their homes, ending up on

the streets, homeless, and hungry. In

view of this situation, some clubs in

Brazil Region put themselves at the

forefront of the battle against hunger,

cold, and hopelessness. With the

support of volunteers and companies,

they began to prepare and distribute

many lunchboxes and water daily to

those in need. I highlight in this great

work, the Y’s Men’s Clubs of Itaquera,

In response to the needs of single mothers with families in Gatumba, after recent flooding, the new Bujumbura Y

Service Club provided food for 119 families, almost 400 individuals. The club members made porridge and gave it

out with bread in their first major project. Funding came from the Ottawa Y Service Club and a grant from the

international office as part of our ‘Heal the World’ initiative.
David Hall, Ottawa club, Canada

Burundi: International Assistance at Work

Vila Maria, Vila Ré and Lapa. They have

continued to serve a large group of low-

income families with food, clothes,

blankets, masks, and also support

children of the YMCA social projects

with basic baskets of milk and eggs.

We would like to thank IP Kim Sang-

chae for releasing financial support from

the Unified Global Project ‘Heal the

World’ it has been of great value in

helping the needy in the time of the

pandemic.
Cecília Maria Tosta Eid, São Paulo Lapa

Y’s Men’s Club, RSD LTOD - Brazil Region

Members of Region Brazil in action on the streets cooking and distributing food for the homeless and hungry fellow citizens
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NEWS FROM AREASNEWS FROM AREASNEWS FROM AREASNEWS FROM AREASNEWS FROM AREAS

Madras District in South India Region

kicked off the centenary year celebrations

in a grand manner in early August with

the announcement of a slew of activities

to be undertaken by its constituent clubs

during the year.

India: Madras District Commences
YMI’s Centenary Celebrations

The centenary cake

Leaders with signboards of various projects to be undertaken by clubs in the District

15

recognised and honoured with the gifting

of the traditional shawl. This was

followed by the cutting of a cake with

100 candles lit by its side.

Various projects to be undertaken by

clubs, adhering to a quantum of 100 and

its multiples to signify the centenary year

commencement were announced as

under:

w Padappai and HIET Youth clubs:

Planting of 100 saplings, 100

vaccinations, 100 relief kits, 100 free

breakfast, lunch and dinner for

orphanages.

w Mylapore club – Charitable support

for 100 dialysis patients, 100 saplings.

w Chennai North club – Bull’s-eye

stickers for 100 cars, 100 peak caps,

100 vaccinations.

w Madras Legends club – 100 school

kits and 100 meals.

w Chennai Millennium –

Contribution of USD 100 dollars

towards Legacy Fund.

w Esplanade club – 100 food packs,

100 sets of clothes to underprivileged

children.

w Karapakkam club – 100 lunch packs

The celebrations were preceded by

the Madras District Council and PST

training. Three members of the District

who contributed to the Paul William

Alexander Legacy Project by enrolling

themselves as honorary members were

for needy people.

w KCG College Youth club – planting

of 100 saplings.

w Annanagar club – Feeding 100

students of an orphanage.

w Annanagar West club – Distribution

of 100 food packs in adopted school.

w Kodambakkam club – Contribution

of 100 school notebooks and pencils

for under privileged children.
C.R. Devendra, Madras

District Secretary & DGE

AP-E Anand Jacob Varghese and

others cutting the cake



Heal the World with Dignity and Love

Chipping Away at Walls of Injustice
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Peacemaking has become a trendy word these days.  NGOs

are making sure their three-year projects have a “peacemaking”

component and universities in the “developed world” offer

peacemaking degrees with attractive scholarships providing

international students an opportunity to learn the latest

theories and practice the newest models.  Time will tell if this

approach to “peacemaking” will bear fruit. 

However, after some years of

experience working at peace and

justice issues, I have become

increasingly uncomfortable with

the term “peacemaking”.  It gives

the impression that our task is to

build peace when, in fact, peace is

a gift given to us by the Creator. 

Violence occurs when walls of

injustice are built that prevent the

gift of peace from being

experienced freely by all.  A more

appropriate term, I believe, is

“transforming injustice” or the

chipping away at walls of injustice

so that in time they crumble and

peace can freely flow throughout

our communities.  Some may

argue that this is simply a matter

of semantics, but I contend that the term we use directly and

significantly affects the way we approach local, national and

global issues of conflict.

Tourism is a good example.  Visits between people of

different nationalities, ethnicities, languages, faiths and cultures

are a growing reality in our globalized world.  Such visits can

be very positive as they provide an opportunity for exchanges,

sharing of information, learning about differences and growing

awareness about the “other”.  But tourism with the goal of

“peacemaking” may not go far enough.  It is not enough for

Americans to visit Viet Nam, see how friendly the people are,

have a few significant exposures and exchanges and then

conclude that “we are all good friends now.”  In the same

way, Israelis visiting Palestinians to enjoy a cup of Arabic coffee,

share a few stories and laughs, or even help to harvest olives

does not mean that the injustices existing within these

relationships have been identified, challenged and confronted.

Tourism that focuses on “transforming injustice” must have

as its priority the exposure of injustice whether covert or overt. 

*Max Ediger directs the School of Peace from Cambodia.

He has been a blogger for long and this piece is one of the older blogs taken

from http://calebandshalev. wordpress.com/

Americans visiting Asia or Africa must become more deeply

aware of how US economic and military policies are destroying

the health and economic well-being of the citizens there. 

Christians visiting Muslim communities in Mindanao,

Philippines or Lebanon need to understand why Christianity

is often misunderstood, fear or even hated.  These are learning

experiences that, if taken seriously, can lead to empathy with

the “other” and that feeling of

empathy is necessary to move

people to action – the action of

going back home and chipping

away at the walls of economic,

political, social and military

injustice rooted in their own

communities.  

On a recent visit to

Zimbabwe, I was shocked to see

the desperate struggle to survive

of the people of this country. 

There are many reasons for the

economic poverty they are

experiencing including poor

national leadership, lack of good

economic planning and virtually

no participation of the people in

decision-making to name a few. 

But I was also dismayed to learn that often food imported

from the United States is sold in the markets at a price cheaper

than locally produced agriculture products.  US government

subsidies to wealthy American corporate farms have brought

down the price of local food commodities to a level that local

farmers finally have to move off the land and seek work in the

urban areas.   This has destroyed the ability of a large portion

of the population to make a decent living at their traditional

occupation of tilling the land.  They can no longer support

their families and a sense of desperation and depression can

soon set in.

Visits by people from small American farms to the poverty-

stricken farmers of Zimbabwe would be a form of transforming

injustice tourism if those visits provided an opportunity for

both farming communities to learn more about the realities

of present-day global economic processes and then seek

mutually beneficial strategies to begin chipping away at these

walls of injustice.  Even though these two communities may

not be physically or verbally abusing each other, peace can not

exist as long as the injustice of this economic system remains

intact causing some to suffer.  These walls of injustice must be

Violence occurs when walls of

injustice are built that prevent

the gift of peace from being

experienced freely by all.  A

more appropriate term, I

believe, is “transforming

injustice” or the chipping away

at walls of injustice so that in

time they crumble and peace

can freely flow throughout our

communities. 

Continued on next page
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invites
Club leaders to send stories of

activities undertaken with one or

more high-resolution pictures and

appropriate captions. Write-ups must

not exceed 150 words.

Readers are also requested to send their

views and notes on matters of concern for

the movement, globally.

Submit your stories and pictures at:

 www.ysmen.org/ymiworld

Last date for submission for next issue:

30 November 2021

MISCELLANEOUSMISCELLANEOUSMISCELLANEOUSMISCELLANEOUSMISCELLANEOUS

Past International Service Director for STEP, Ginny Gulyas

sent an obituary notice from a

paper in Sault Ste Marie,

Ontario, describing the legacy

and unselfishness of character of

a remarkable young woman

whose life was changed forever

by 8 weeks with a Y Service club

family in Sault Ste Marie in

1996.

Elena Silvestrova was a third-

year pharmaceutical student in

St. Petersburg, Russia when her

host family sent her an

invitation. She arrived in Canada

in time to attend the 1996 International Convention in

Fredericton, New Brunswick, Canada.

In 1998, Elena married Don Siltanen, a dental student

from Sault Ste. Marie, and a friend of her host family. Elena

returned to the Soo to stay, finish her pharmaceutical

education, and embark on a career in a local pharmacy, then

15 years at the Sault Area Hospital, a total of 25 years in

Canada.

When Elena was diagnosed with a stubborn and unusual

form of lung cancer, she spent the last two years of her life as

a mentor to other cancer patients, and wrote a guide for

patients having similar therapy. This will enable countless

others to live better lives after their diagnoses.

The International Cancer Advocacy Network (ICAN) is

developing an Elena Siltanen Pharmacy Advocacy Network

in her honour.

Our condolences to her husband, Don, their children,

Remembering Elena Sergueevna Silvestrova Siltanen (1974 - 2021)

torn down so that peace can flow freely between the two

communities and human dignity can flourish.

Transforming injustice tourism is not easy to develop. 

Probably a vast majority of tourists have little interest in learning

the realities of global injustice, preferring rather to have a few

days at the beach, some good cheap shopping and the luxury

of being served hand and foot.  But for those few tourists

who wish to learn and then to act for the sake of global justice,

it is certainly worth the effort to develop tours that will bring

people together for mutual learning experiences and

transformative actions. 

Peace is not something we build out of scratch.  It indeed

is a gift we have been given to enjoy freely.  Our task of ridding

our world of the walls of injustice that prevent peace to flourish

remains and we can begin to address that task through

appropriate models of tourism and travel.

One of the great strengths of Y’s Men International is

our club members’ ability  and willingness to do volunteer

service for common good. They do volunteering with

happiness at the YMCA and local communities. We are

proud that two of our members, Takao Nishimura, Past

ISG, and Keiko  Tonegawa, ISD IBC, were volunteers at

the Tokyo Olympics. Congratulations to Nishi and Keiko

for being great volunteers for the 2020 Olympics.

Volunteers Nonpareil

Michael and Paulina, her mother, Lidia, her brother, Pavel,

and her extended family in Canada and Russia. She is also

mourned and warmly remembered by colleagues and friends.
Marilyn Hamilton, Ottawa, Ontario, Canada

ASD YEEP for Canada, 1992-1997

From previous page
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International Presidents 1974 - 1986

49. Harry Cummings (1926 - 1998)

IP: 1974 - 1975

Home Club: St. Paul, Minnesota, USA

52. Bruce E. Price

IP: 1977 - 1978

Home Club: Ballarat, Victoria,

Australia

Our 49th International President was Harry Cummings

from St. Paul, Minnesota, USA. He served from 1974 to

1975. He was an insurance agent. Harry lived from 1926

to 1998.

Kensuke Suzuki from Osaka, Japan was our 50th IP. He served

from 1975 to 1976. Suzuki-san had been heavily involved in

the Osaka YMCA since he was a teenager and a general manager

of the Daimaru department stores in Japan. He was the first

Asian selected to serve as International President.

50. Kensuke Suzuki

IP: 1975 - 1976

Home Club: Osaka, Japan

51. James J. Mueller (d. 2014)

IP: 1976 - 1977

Home Club: Gardena, California, USA

Our 51st IP was James J. Mueller from Gardena, California.

He served 1976 to 1977. A man that knew the Induction

of Officers Ceremony by heart and proudly recited it. Jim

gathered records, compiled a “Book of Knowledge” and

wrote many of the historical records found on our website.

Bruce E. Price from Ballarat, Victoria, Australia served as

the 52nd IP from 1977 to 1978. Bruce is still living in

Ballarat and is active with his club. He is the first

International President featured that is still living.

53. Gotfred Nissen

IP: 1978 - 1979

Home Club: Vejle, Denmark

Our 53rd International President was Gotfred Nissen

from Vejle, Denmark. His term was from 1978 to 1979.

He was the second International President from Denmark.

54. Christian Bach Iversen

IP: 1979 - 1980

Home Club: Aarhus, Denmark

Our 54th IP was Christian Bach Iversen from Aarhus,

Denmark. He served from 1979 to 1980. In a speech at the

1978 IC in Melbourne, Australia, Christian expressed the

desire to have 1,000 clubs which did happen when the

1,000th club was chartered in Bjert, Denmark in 1980.
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55. R.F. (Tod) Gunkelman, Jr. (1923 -

2014)

IP: 1980 - 1981

Home Club: Fargo, North Dakota, USA

Our 55th IP was R.F. (Tod) Gunkelman, Jr. from Fargo,

North Dakota, USA. He served from 1980 to 1981. Tod

returned from World WW II to manage the family owned

company and eventually assisted in the family owned real

estate business.

56. Yo-sup “Joseph” Ohm

IP: 1981 - 1982

Home Club: Seoul, Korea

Our 56th International President was Yo-sup “Joseph” Ohm

from Seoul, Korea. He served from 1981 to 1982. During

his time in office, the membership was 24,600 people with

growth in Denmark, Norway, Korea, and India.

57. Max Larson

IP: 1982 - 1983

Home Club: Santa Monica, California,

USA

Our 57th International President was Max Larson from

Santa Monica, California, USA. His term was from 1982

to 1983. Max was a lawyer in the Los Angeles area.

58. Clare S. Graham

IP: 1983 - 1984

Home Club: Fullerton, California,

USA

Our 58th International President was Clare S. Graham

from Fullerton, California, USA. He served from 1983

to 1984. The last known event he has attended was the

2017 U.S. Area Convention in Las Vegas, Nevada.

59. Toshiro Takeuchi

IP: 1984 - 1985

Home Club: Atami, Japan

Our 59th International President was Toshiro Takeuchi.

He is listed from Atami, Japan. He served from 1984 to

1985. In 1962, Toshiro visited various clubs in the United

States to see the functions of different clubs.

Our 60th International President was Dr. Joseph

Anderson from Bakersfield, California, USA. His term

in office was from 1985 to 1986. He is also known as the

editor of the 75th anniversary publication for Y’s Men

International.

60. Dr. Joseph Anderson

IP: 1985 - 1986

Home Club: Bakersfield, California,

USA
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