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Y Service Club of Lumbini (Hong Kong District) team led by DG Deepak

Bhandari distributed warm clothes to needy children and senior citizens on 25

December 2021
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Editor’s Page

The Future Earth : A Radical Vision for What's Possible in

the Age of Warming by Eric Holthaus.

The first hopeful book about climate change, The

Future Earth shows readers how to reverse the short-

and long-term effects of climate change over the next

three decades.

The basics of climate science

are easy. We know it is entirely

human-caused. Which means its

solutions will be similarly human-

led. In The Future Earth, leading

climate change advocate and

weather-related journalist Eric

Holthaus offers a radical vision of

our future, specifically how to

reverse the short- and long-term

effects of climate change over the

next three decades. Anchored by

world-class reporting, interviews with futurists,

climatologists, biologists, economists, and climate change

activists, it shows what the world could look like if we

implemented radical solutions on the scale of the crises

we face.

What could happen if we reduced carbon emissions

by 50 percent in the next decade?

What could living in a city look like in 2030?

How could the world operate in 2040, if the proposed

Green New Deal created a 100 percent net carbon-free

economy in the United States?

This is the book for anyone who feels overwhelmed

by the current state of our environment. Hopeful and

prophetic, The Future Earth invites us to imagine how we

can reverse the effects of climate change in our own lifetime

and encourages us to enter a deeper relationship with the

earth as conscientious stewards and to re-affirm our

commitment to one another in our shared humanity

(A Goodreads review)

Dear readers,

These are challenging and exciting times. Challenging,

because the peace and stability in Europe has been

disturbed lately. Coming immediately after two years of

lockdown following a pandemic

has come as a double whammy.

But unfazed as we have to be,

the excitement of entering into

the second century of YMI’s

service history has been keeping

us on our toes together with

expressing our solidarity with

the displaced and suffering

following the Ukraine crisis.

We lead this issue with our

solidarity appeal and statement

followed by several items of

interest that are linked to the history of the movement

and its future.

The excitement is also about the possibility of

gathering in large numbers in November this year in Taipei

to commemorate the very dates of the first international

convention in 1922. While preparations for that and

other matters are going on, our service directors spread

all over the world have been working diligently with the

active support of staff at the IHQ in Geneva, in giving

our movement a new image.

At the recent Mid-Year Meeting held online, several

working groups / task forces presented their

recommendations on how to position ourselves as we

enter the next century of our existence.

Two of them are worthy of mention here – the working

groups on Forward Planning that produced a ‘Strategy

2032’ document and the one on modernising our

constitution.

Both these groups have acknowledged the fact that in

order to stay relevant to a new generation, a lot of changes

will have to happen.

The “Strategy 2032” document provides a 10-year

blueprint to build YMI into an organisation “eminent in

fellowship and community impact.”

We will hear more about this document and other

proposals in the months to come and it would be our

privilege to discuss it and internalise the contents therein

to be a truly “value-based inclusive fellowship of members

and their families.”

Y’sly,

Koshy Mathew
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IN SOLIDARITYIN SOLIDARITYIN SOLIDARITYIN SOLIDARITYIN SOLIDARITY

“Striving for Peace, Together”
YMI Extends Helping Hand to Bring Succour to Troubled Europe

@

Y’s Men International is deeply concerned about the current situation in Ukraine. We have a presence in Ukraine, Russia and other Eastern European

countries and ongoing projects in partnership with YMCA Russia and YMCA Ukraine.

We pray for a change of hearts and minds, for de-escalation, and for dialogue instead of threats and military actions, considering the death and suffering

that any armed conflict would inevitably bring upon the children, women and men of Ukraine.

Our thoughts and prayers go to our sisters and brothers in Ukraine and neighbouring countries directly affected and we will continue to take our own

small steps for peace and healing as part of our focus to ‘Heal the World with Love and Dignity’. The YMCA also have strong presence in those affected

countries, and a response plan has been developed under the leadership of YMCA Europe and World YMCA.

Y’s Men International and Area Europe will work closely with YMCA Europe, which has proven experience and impact on peace work projects and

the capacity to lead the response in supporting the most affected people through medium- and long-term interventions in Ukraine and the affected

neighbouring countries.

During the YMI Mid-Year Meeting held on 26 February 2022, the International President approved an initial contribution of USD 10,000 to YMCA

Europe to support the project as a mission partner.

We appeal to our clubs and Regions to further contribute by donating to the Heal the World – Ukraine Appeal.
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MOVEMENT NEWSMOVEMENT NEWSMOVEMENT NEWSMOVEMENT NEWSMOVEMENT NEWS

International Council Members / / / / / Elect

Africa: Ms Mirriam Kaguri, Kenya

(Africa Southeast Region) was elected

unopposed to serve as International

Council Member (Young) from July

2022 until June 2024.

Asia Pacific: Ms Keiko Tonegawa, Japan

(Japan East Region) was elected to serve

as Area President Elect / International

Council Member from July 2022 until June

2023 and as Area President / International

Council Member from July 2023 until June

2024.

Canada/Caribbean: Dr Sandra Hamilton,

Jamaica (Caribbean Region) was elected

unopposed Area President Elect /

International Council Member Elect from

July 2022 until June 2023 and as Area

President and International Council

Member from July 2023 until June 2025.

Europe: Mrs Piia Karro-Selg, Estonia

(Finland/Balticum Region) was elected

Area President Elect / International Council

Member from July 2022 until June 2023

and as Area President / International

Council Member from July 2023 until June

2024.

India: Mr Raju Iyochan Chettuparambil,

India (Mid West India Region) was

elected  International Council Member

Elect from July 2022 until June 2023 and

as International Council Member from

July 2023 until June 2025.

International Elections 2022
Ulrik Lauridsen (left) from Denmark has been elected International President Elect for 2022/23. He will take

office as International President on 1 July 2023.

Ulrik Lauridsen, 75, of Region Denmark joined the movement as a charter member of Ringkøbing club in

1976 and later moved to Vejle club in 1986, of which he is currently a member.

Ulrik started his career as a staff sergeant in the Danish Air Force and, on completing his service three years

later, became a teacher and served the education department as an inspector. He then took up a job as events

coordinator at Vingsted Hotel and Conference Center in 1994. He retired from that position in 2012 but is still

active there as a facilitator in ziplining and shooting.

In YMI, Ulrik has taken up the positions of Club President and District Governor, each of them for three terms

and has held various service director posts in Region Denmark and Area Europe, of which he was Area

President in 2019-20. In 1982 he was a BF delegate to India and Sri Lanka and has created lasting friendships

in these parts. “My best experience as a Y’s Man,” says Ulrik.

Ulrik is the father of four adult children, two men and two women, all married and with children, making him

a grandfather of eight and great grandfather of one tiny tot.

In addition to the ballot for International President Elect, seven Areas were also required to vote this year on

International Council Members, International Council Member (Young) and International Council Members

Elect. The members for Africa, Canada/Caribbean and United States were elected unopposed.
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Korea: Mr Han Il-wook, South Korea

(Korea West Region) was elected

unopposed to serve as Area President

Elect/International Council Member from

July 2022 until June 2023 and Area

President/International Council Member

from July 2023 until June 2024.

PAUL WILLIAM ALEXANDER

LEGACY PROJECT

The Paul William Alexander Legacy

Project is a collective effort to honour

the founder of Y’s Men International

in the lead up to the 100th

anniversary celebrations in 2022.

In addition to commemorating our

origin, the collection of projects aim

to consolidate a unified future,

strengthening international solidarity

and club members’ commitment to

the vision of Paul William Alexander.

For more details visit:

https://www.ysmen.org/

centenary/pwa-legacy/

United States: Mr Douglas Jones,

(Pacific Southwest Region) was elected

unopposed  as Area President Elect /

International Council Member Elect from

July 2022 until June 2023 and as Area

President and International Council

Member from July 2023 until June 2025.
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MOVEMENT NEWSMOVEMENT NEWSMOVEMENT NEWSMOVEMENT NEWSMOVEMENT NEWS

YMI STRATEGY 2032
Eminence in Fellowship and Community Impact

STRATEGY 2032 provides a 10-year blueprint to build YMI into an

organisation eminent in fellowship and community impact, collectively

inspired and working collaboratively to help build an equitable and

sustainable world. It affirms our desire to thrive collectively and to make

an enduring and positive difference in the world as we enter our second

century of existence.

YMI in 2032

1. A value-based inclusive fellowship of members and their families

2. A thriving association of community-based service clubs embracing

diversity

3. Having a strong presence in 100 countries and 2 500 cities /

communities

4. Growing continuously by remaining relevant and attracting younger

members

5. Having visible and positive impact in the areas of health, environment

and education

6. Being an active partner of the YMCA and its mission worldwide

7. Acting for an equitable and sustainable world for all

Preparing for our centenary, the Towards 2022 goals were established

in 2009 with a team of key International Service Directors brought together

to collaborate and develop strategies to achieve them. An overwhelming

focus was put on the extension target of 50 000 club members and a

presence in 100 countries.

In 2016, Towards 2022 became Towards 2022 and Beyond, and the

team’s construction changed to incorporate active and engaged past

international leaders. The Challenge 22 operational plan was established

in 2019 and identified seven focus areas, which included brand

perception and identity, legacy, YMCA cooperation, as well as extension.

We have made significant progress over the past few years in developing

a positive perception of YMI within our membership and outside through

consistent communication and improved cooperation and engagement

with the YMCA. Still, we have fallen short of realising our extension

goals. The outbreak of COVID-19 introduced additional and unexpected

challenges.

It is time to renew our efforts to achieve a stronger engagement with the

YMCA as mission partner; develop our collective impact and global

presence; and secure our legacy as an international service organisation.

As we enter a new century, YMI is equally proud to preserve its heritage

as it is to move forward as a bright, bold and vibrant movement using its

100-years of experience to do so. Strategy 2032 comes out of our

desire to attract a new generation of global citizens to grow and energise

our unique fellowship to ensure that we are a relevant, active and impactful

movement of persons intelligently, passionately and altruistically working

together for an equitable and sustainable world for everyone.

TO PRESERVE

w Our fellowship

w Our active community/civic engagement

w The individuality and autonomy of our clubs

w Our internationalism

w Our core values

w Our loyalty to the YMCA

TO MODERNISE

w Our identity, branding and PR strategy

w Our club fellowship and activities

w Our service model and club objectives

w Our internal and external collaboration methodology

w Our partnership model with YMCA

w Our fundraising models

w Our IHQ functions

w Our constitution

w Our operational structure in the “New Normal”

IMPACT AREAS

YMI has historically qualified its impact by

w the personal development and fellowship of our club members

w the diverse communities and YMCAs it serves worldwide

The scope of our activities has been traditionally broad and

decentralised, which, in some senses, has hampered the development

of a conclusive brand identity. In recent years, there has been an

increasing focus on the United Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals

(SDGs) and aligning our work with the 17 identified objectives. In the

post COVID-19 scenario and as we enter a new century of service, we

look at the realities of the world, the current passions of our members

and the priorities of the younger generation. Through this we have

identified three topical concerns around which we will focus our service

activities and promote a cohesive understanding and perception of our

movement over the next decade. The three focus areas which shall be

sheltered under the Heal the World umbrella are:

5Heal the World with Dignity and Love

The following is an extract from the introductory section of the document presented by the “Working Group on Forward Planning”

at the Mid-Year Meeting on 25-26 February 2022. The full document has been shared with all leaders of the movement for discussion

and feedback. Its adoption will be taken up at the May meeting of the International Council.
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STATE HONOURSSTATE HONOURSSTATE HONOURSSTATE HONOURSSTATE HONOURS

On 10 December 2021, the former

Secretary General of World YMCA, Mr

Johan Vilhelm Eltvik and ASD of Y’s

Men Europe Area was honoured by the

King of Norway, Harald V, with the

Royal Norwegian Order of Merit, a great

honour given only to special persons

who have showed extraordinary

contributions in civilian work. The same

day, exactly 80 years ago, Mr John R.

Mott, leader of the YMCA, received the

Nobel Peace price in Norway on behalf

of the YMCA movement.

The event took place in Tønsberg,

the city where Johan Vilhelm now lives

after his returning to Norway after

working many years for World YMCA

at the headquarters in Geneva,

Switzerland.

At the event, the National

Secretary General of YMCA in

Norway, Mr Øystein Magelssen gave a

personal and moving speech. He

focused on the extensive work initiated

by Johan Vilhelm in the European

YMCA from 1990 onwards, when the

Iron Curtain in Europe ceased to

exist, giving YMCA and other

Christian organisations the

opportunity to work in East European

countries. Johan Vilhelm was a key

person in this work, and his efforts for

several years on this matter were crucial

and fundamental for YMCA work in

these countries. From 1999, he served

the YMCA as Europe Secretary

General. From 2011 until 2018, he

served as Secretary General of the

World YMCA.

As SG he focused on the importance

of the World YMCA becoming more

concious about diakonia and Christian

social practice. His mantra for this

development was “From institution to

social movement!” He also made a

special point of “Youth empoverment”

as one of the most important

cornerstones of YMCA work across the

globe.

Through his many years in the

YMCA he also had a heart for Y’s Men

International, working closely with

various Internationl Secretaries General

Norwegian King Honours Johan Vilhelm Eltvik

MERITORIUS SERVICES RECOGNISED

Regional Service Director (RSD) Ranjith

Dayarathna of Mahanuwara Club has

been awarded Sri Lanka’s 2020

Deshabandu Lanka Puthra Award for

Community Services. Deshabandu

Lanka Puthra is the third highest national

honour awarded to Sri Lankan citizens.

It follows the second highest ranking

national honour, Deshamanya.

‘Deshabandhu’ (meaning friend of

the nation) and ‘Deshamanya’ are civil

honours, conferred by the President of

Sri Lanka to citizens in recognition of

their meritorious services. The

Deshabandhu and Deshamanya titles are

to be used as prefixes with the recipients’

names. Among previous Deshabandu

awardees were emeritus professors,

prominent film directors and actors,

famous cricketers, Sri Lankan olympians,

artists, politicians, sportsmen and social

activists.

Thus, RSD YM Ranjith Dayarathna

shall henceforth be known as

Deshabandhu RSD Ranjith Dayarathna.

Our congrats to Deshabandhu Ranjith!
Courtesy: Bulletin of Y’s Men International

Sri Lanka Region, Jan-March 2021

and International Presidents.

Personally, I had the honour of working

with Johan Vilhelm when we planned

the Area Europe Convention in

Arendal, Norway in 2015. He was a

keynote speaker, as he also was at the

International Convention in

Stavanger, Norway in 2012. He has also

written articles about leadership and

leadership development in YMI World.

Today, Johan Vilhelm and his wife,

Ingunn, are devoted members of the

Tønsberrg Y’s Men’s Club in Region

Norway. He is also involved in Y’s Men

Area Europe sharing his joy, inspiration

and dedication for our wonderful

movement.

On behalf of Y’s Men International

and his numerous friends worldwide, I

congratulate him on this long deserved

honour.
PIP Henry J. Grindheim

Sri Lankan President Awards
Mahanuwara Club Member
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ON OUR IDENTITYON OUR IDENTITYON OUR IDENTITYON OUR IDENTITYON OUR IDENTITY

Focus on the Individual Y’s Member
PIP Benson Wabule

In July 2005 I made a most rewarding

visit to Canada

and Europe

accompanied

by my wife

Mary. In

Canada I

attended a well-

organised and

successful joint

USA/Canada

Area Convention held in

Charlottetown, Prince Edward

Island. In Europe I had the privilege

to preside over meetings of our

International Executive Officers and

International Council as well as

attending a memorable European

Area Convention held in Västerås,

Sweden, where I was installed, in a

truly colourful and historic ceremony,

as the 80th International President of

our beloved movement and, proudly,

the first from the continent of Africa.

Throughout my trip I was

overwhelmed by the sheer love shown

to me by all the Y’s Men I met. I

experienced the emotional friendship,

solidarity and fellowship which binds

Y’s Men together despite the fact we

come from different parts of the

world, are of different races, faiths,

creeds and cultures. All these factors,

which have caused so much strife to

other organisations and humanity, are

the same factors that solidly bind the

Y’s Men together. Ours is a truly

unique movement which has the

magic of transforming total strangers

into solid friends in a split second.

Y’s Men International is a truly global

family with characteristics which defy

description and explanation.

Otherwise, how can you explain the

strong love and bond which develops

between you and a total stranger the

moment you learn the stranger is a

Need”. The focus was on the

individual Y’s Man and his or her

Deeds at club level. A Y’s Man in

Deed is a Y’s Man who is on the front

line providing service to the

Mr. Benson Wabule who was International President

of YMI in 2005-06 wrote this piece in the Y’s Men’s

World as an exhortation to all leaders of the movement.

We find it is relevant to us today also and reproduce it

here with the kind permission of the then editor, Alan

Wallington - Editor

Y’s Man. Our movement has its own

magnet, its own charm and its own

chemistry which takes control of your

mind and body and makes a true Y’s

Man a devoted member of the global

family of Y’s Men.

We should all be grateful that we

belong to this unique movement

which gives us the opportunity to

experience supreme fellowship and

participate in the fulfilment of its

objectives. As you are aware, these

objectives include providing service to

the YMCA and the community,

supporting other worthy

organisations, bringing justice in the

world, ensuring members are actively

involved in religious, civic, economic,

social and international matters,

cultivating good fellowship and being

involved in both local and

international projects.

My theme as International

President for the year 2005/06 was

“Be Y’s Men in Deed not Y’s Men in

community, one who initiates and

takes part in carrying out projects, one

who accepts responsibility, actively

participates in club activities, pays

dues, understands our movement and

works closely with other local and

international organisations. He or she

is a Y’s Man who recognises the

importance of the youth and our

valued partnership with the Y’s

Menettes and the YMCA. A Y’s Man

in Deed places the needs of others

before his or her own needs.

There is no unemployment in

Y’sdom. The unemployed are looking

for someone to whom to sell their

labour. They are looking for wages.

Our service is free and selfless. Our

wages are the satisfaction we get from

accomplishing our projects. There is

a lot of work out there in the form of

community needs. I call upon all Y’s

Men in all our 8 Areas of the world

to “Be Y’s Men in Deed not Y’s Men

in Need”.
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Is TOF based on the teachings of Jesus Christ? We have

had TOF projects around the world since 1972 – fifty

years. This year we have eight projects in eight different

places, such as Bamenda,

Cameroon; in Kigali,

Rwanda; in Harare and

Tanda, Zimbabwe; in

Mbita, Kenya; in Johor

Bahru, Malaysia; in

Bangalore, India; in

Nagpur, India; and in

Santiago, Chile. Each

project has a budget of

around CHF 15 000, all

together CHF 120 000.

If every Y’s Man skips

a meal, it will be possible to find that amount of money

to support TOF this year. It is as simple as that! We can

do that if we dare to share and care. And that is, what we

will, and what we do, to give some of the most needed

help.

If anyone would ask, why are we doing this, the answer

is obvious and self-evident; because it is needed, necessary,

possible and demandingly useful. These projects will

certainly make a difference for a lot of people. It will be a

beginning of changing life for something better for some

of the lost and disabled people in critical places and

hopeless situations. Projects for some months or years

will give a chance of change, development and renewal.

TOF projects will give hope!

Did you notice my opening sentence? I have put a

question mark at the end. The reason for that is the

teachings of Jesus Christ. Did he teach us how to fast, or

why to fast? Maybe not exactly! It can be a little difficult

to comprehend his understanding and explanation of fast

to his disciples and his opponents.

But Jesus fasted in his own life. When he was baptised,

he went for himself into the wilderness in the desert to

prepare his mind and soul for his coming mission in this

world. He spent 40 days in the desert, alone, lonesome

and fasting. I think he did fast this hard, because he had

to prepare his mission.

He did not tell his disciples, followers or listeners to

fast. Instead he said: “And when you fast, do not put on a sad

face as the hypocrites do. They neglect their appearance so that

everyone will see that they are fasting. I assure you, they have

already been paid in full. When you go without food, wash your

face and comb your

hair, so that others

cannot know that you

are fasting.”  It is as

if Jesus is saying:

You don’t have to

tell about it, if or

when you are

fasting. No one

around you needs

to know!

If we listen to

the teachings of

Jesus regarding how we deal with the way we fast, how we

show our TOF projects, maybe we need to be very careful,

so that the focus is not our doing, but the concrete

projects and who will benefit from and by the TOF

projects. I have seen a lot of photos, where Y’s Men are

presenting their projects to be seen in the middle of the

helping programme. It is easy to understand that we want

to communicate in this way, but I do think too, that we

need to find the right focus! What is the important thing

regarding TOF?

Based on the teachings of Jesus Christ it is hard to

tell, how we should fast or why we need to fast. To fast is

the opposite of doing something together and for each

other. To fast is a deep personal matter, something you

do alone and for your own sake. It is almost sacrificial

and very introvertish, not open to others.

TOF is indeed on something very different. It has given

fast a new interpretation and quite another understanding.

“Fast” has been transformed in our modern world. It has

become something very positive, because TOF is for

others. It is world outlook. It is to be open to the world

around you, and to see, what is needed, and not only see,

but do something to help the needy. TOF is daring and

sharing and caring, to do something to make the world a

better place. TOF is very close to our identity as Y’s Men.

TOF is our actual way to serve each other and our

neighbour.

So, let us use TOF for this purpose and give some

charity to the world. Let us do our best to heal the world

together!

A Meditative Reflection on Time of Fast
Carl Hertz-Jensen, ISD-CE

This is the reflection/devotion offered by ISD Carl Hertz-Jensen on 25 February 2022 at the Mid Year Meeting of YMI . Traditionally,

YMI observes February as the emphasis month for Time of Fast (TOF) and members are encouraged to forego one meal during this

month and donate its cost to the TOF Fund – Editor.

REFLECTIONREFLECTIONREFLECTIONREFLECTIONREFLECTION
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Dave Elder - Editor and Publisher of Y’s Men’s World
Debbie Redmond, ISD-Historian

MICRO-HISTORYMICRO-HISTORYMICRO-HISTORYMICRO-HISTORYMICRO-HISTORY

While Dave Elder was not the first editor

of the Y’s Men World which started in

November 1936, he was the longest

serving editor. The original publication was

started following the 1936 International

Convention with Herbert D. Hancock as

the editor. The original hope was to get

enough ads in the publication to support

it and therefore be able to send it out to

more people. However, after one year, it

was agreed that this attempt was not

successful. Hancock worked out of offices

in Massachusetts, close to the

International Secretary-Treasurer’s Henry

Grimes’s office. It was agreed in the 1937

International Convention to charge the

members for the publication and find

another editor.

Seeing the difficulty in the publication

and in securing a large number of

advertisements, Dave Elder was asked to

consider doing something about the

publication. Dave was 27 years old, a

Harvard Graduate who worked for the

local Washington Evening Journal (in

Washington, Iowa). His father was part

owner and editor of the newspaper.

Utilising the newspaper printing facilities,

he agreed to take on the task. Dave had to

apply to the United States Post Office for

mailing rights which he did on 1 October

1937. The first edition by Dave Elder was

then sent out (November 1937 issue).

Additionally, Dave took on the

responsibility of handling the Convention

bulletins issued daily during the

International Conventions starting in

1938 and for many years afterwards.

Dave’s Absence Bridged by Spouse

Prior to the bombing of Pearl Harbor,

Dave Elder found himself in the military.

During his absence, his wife, Mable Elder

handled the incoming mail, some of the

articles and assisted several Y’s Men to

continue the publication. This was from

September 1941 to January 1942. Dave

suffered a medical emergency that could

have caused him death and he was

discharged from the military after four

months’ time. Upon discharge, he

returned to his position as editor of the

Y’s Men World.

Membership in the local Y’s Men

Club probably occurred while Dave was

in college but he became active in the club

starting in 1932. He was also involved on

the Board of the YMCA for many years,

helped to start a community theater

company, and was on the Board for the

Public Library. Dave was known in and

around his community as a man with a

sense of humour. In looking at any of the

Y’s Men World publications, there was always

a hidden little statement that seldom

caught the attention of the reader. It was

either before or after his name on the

Editorial Section. The only time it was

not in there was during World War II

when the number of pages were reduced

during the War itself. Dave’s last official

edition was the June 1963 issue.

Additionally, one other important

piece of information for Dave Elder was

his idea to get people to donate to the

Endowment Fund. This started when he

was appointed to the Endowment Fund

Promotion Committee in 1963. Dave

served on the Committee from 1963 until

1969. Dave suggested the idea of the

“Golden Book” and contributed the very

first book cover to be used for it. This

suggestion brought a large number of

donations over the years to help sustain

the International Association of Y’s Men.

Upon Dave’s death, USD 1.5 million was

donated to three main local charities:

YMCA, High School Drama Department

and the Washington Public Library.

Additional money was donated to the

Endowment Fund from his estate.

Dave Elder was editor of the Washington, Iowa, weekly newspaper. He served as editor of Y’s Men’s World longer than any other

person, and was responsible for making it an outstanding publication. Elder was a creative editor.

One of his trademarks in Y’s Men’s World was the manner in which he described himself in each issue as the one editing the

publication. Some examples were: That Hurried Worrier; That Prince of the Pastepot; That Wizard of Y’s Words; Small, Bald and

Beautiful; That Scatterbrain Scalawag; That Sultan of Synonyms; That Happy Hack; That Irrepressible lowan.

From A Fellowship of Service - The Story of Y’s Men International (75th Anniversary Edition)

Cover page of one of the early editions of YMW

9
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COP26 – Just the next step in our long
journey to protect the planet

10

The Conference of the Parties (COP) to the United Nations

Framework Convention on Climate

Change (UNFCCC) is a two-week

conference that has taken place

annually late in the second half of

the year since 1995. At its core, it is

a formal negotiating session for

countries to advance their climate

commitments and actions, but it has

also become an important forum for

a wide variety of stakeholders from

around the world to gather and

discuss the climate crisis and solutions.

This year it was held in Glasgow, Scotland, UK, and I

was fortunate as the International Youth Representative to

represent both YMI and the World Alliance of YMCAs at

this event. I have learnt a lot and have met with like-minded

youth change agents that are willing to implement youth

led solutions to stemming our climate change problems. It

was a grand experience for me as an individual, and as a

youth of YMI, I did my best to bring in focus practical

resolves to the issues we all face.

What was the main reason behind COP26? Well the

framework of COP26 was to get global leaders to work

together to raise ambition, deliver climate finance, and help

countries on the frontlines of climate change adapt to

worsening impacts. COP26 will then have been the catalyst

for progress that the world so desperately needs.

What happened in Glasgow matters immensely, but

COP26 is not the end of the road. Countries will need to

follow up on commitments made at the COP with concrete

plans and actions. In the months ahead, pledges made at

the COP, including enhanced nationally determined

contribution, must be implemented on the ground in every

country. Governments will need to work arduously to deliver

on their commitments and achieve the goals of the Paris

Agreement.

But in the fight against climate change, national

governments do not stand alone. Countries play a central

role, but many other actors – from civil society and

businesses, to subnational actors like city mayors, to youth

and indigenous leaders and NGOs – must also be part of

the solution. COP26 was just the next step in our long

journey to protect the planet from the climate crisis we face

- it will take every one of us to see that journey through.
Dwight Tomlinson, IYR

YOUTH AT COP26YOUTH AT COP26YOUTH AT COP26YOUTH AT COP26YOUTH AT COP26

The photos are of the youth demonstrations in Glasgow during the conference sent by the writer of this piece – Ed.
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THROWBACKTHROWBACKTHROWBACKTHROWBACKTHROWBACK

After my father passed away in 1980, I wrote ‘travel reports’

to my mother, which she shared with her ‘knitting friends’

over a cup of coffee and with a small globe in the middle of

the table, so they could all see where I had been. I have translated

these reports from Swedish on the request of my children

and grandchildren and here is an excerpt from my travel report

from Panama in 1985:

“The next stop was in a real slum area. The street was full

of holes with water – this was at the end of their rainy period

with heavy downpours, sometimes lasting an hour, so the car

had sometimes problems advancing. There were groups of

people standing or sitting outside the houses – seemingly with

nothing to do.

“I must say, that I did not feel quite secure in the area. We

went in between two houses to a paved courtyard made into

a basketball court. Laundry was hanging over the court – kids

played all over – and there was loud music and noise from the

houses around the court , and in the midst of all this, the

YMCA (supported by Y’s Men) was working. There were two

teams of 15 to 18-year-old boys playing, and when the teams

were playing around one of the baskets, smaller kids played

around the other basket.

“When the game changed, the teams of the bigger boys

left the first basket running towards the other, I was afraid,

that they would violently push away the smaller ones, but

they quickly moved away, as if they had an agreement, so that

the bigger boys could continue their game.

“This went on seamlessly and I have never seen a basketball

Recalling to Mind a Worthwhile Investment
court being more effectively used than this one. After some

time of watching, I noticed that I never heard a whistle from

a referee, but the game stopped from time to time and they

did free throws and all – but there was no referee!

“These boys, living in slum and poverty showed that one

can follow rules of the game without discussion – and without

a referee – and it warmed my heart to see that. These boys,

who one would think would be hard and violent due to the

environment in which they are living, showed, through their

example, consideration and understanding, which many from

our privileged countries could learn from.”

This is just one example of what our movement is doing.

All things considered, it was a worthwhile investment!
PISG Ingvar Wallin

Ingvar Wallin and his wife Christiane. Ingvar was Associate General Secretary of

YMI from 1970 until his appointment as International Secretary General in 1973, a

position he held until 1979 during which period he established a new office in

Geneva, Switzerland.  Ingvar returned in 1984 to once again serve as the

International Secretary General and held the position until 2000.

This short recollection has been taken from the PIP Newsletter, March 2022 issue,

with the kind permission of its editor and publisher, PIP Isaac Palathinkal.

It is a great pleasure that we have succeeded

in gaining support from the International

Council for the purchase of real estate in

Geneva for a new headquarters. The current

office is wanting in many ways and therefore

a purchase or a new lease had to be initiated.

Funds from the sale of our real estate in

the United States back in the 1970s were

placed in the Endowment Fund, and the

funds invested in shares. Over a number of

years, these funds have increased

significantly and that is one of the reasons

why we launched a study into the  possibility

of buying property. For the past 12 months,

the staff at IHQ have been looking into many

options and have visited several promising

locations. While a final purchase is still to be

made, staff continue to scout suitable

properties and various negotiations are ongoing

to ensure the best outcome for YMI.

We very much hope that there is support

among clubs for this purchase of an office. We

still need your financial support for us to replenish

our Endowment Fund, whose purpose is to

provide financial stability for YMI's present and

future purposes. Therefore, we ask the Regions

New International Headquarters in Geneva – An Update
for a commitment of support so that the

Endowment Fund can still live up to its goals.

In Region Denmark, the management

has set up a ‘purchase of an office committee’.

This committee has prepared an adequate

report on the property and the financial

circumstances of the purchase. The committee

has decided to contact all club presidents

about commitments for financial support for

the purchase of the property and a possibility

has also been established that each individual

club member in Denmark can personally pay

money with tax benefits.

It is with great joy, satisfaction and

gratitude that one of my personal IP goals

will be met with this purchase. Thank you in

advance for your support and backing.

IPIP Jacob Kristensen

11
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NEWS FROM AREASNEWS FROM AREASNEWS FROM AREASNEWS FROM AREASNEWS FROM AREAS

The 6th Korea Area Convention to commemorate the

100th anniversary of Y’s Men International was held on

7-8 January 2022 at Hotel Suseong, Daegu.

This convention focused on realising Y’s Men’s identity

and achieving harmony and balance among Y’s Men’s three

major programmes: fellowship, culture, and service. The

number of participants has been reduced from the originally

planned 1,300 to 299 due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

Park Seung-cheol, President of the Convention,

delivered the opening remarks, followed by a video message

Korea: Celebrating 100 Years of YMI with an
Area Convention to Remember

from Kim Bu-gyeom,

Prime Minister of the

Republic of Korea and

congratulatory remarks

from Kwon Young-jin,

Daegu Metropolitan

City Mayor.

The celebration of

the 100th anniversary of

Y’s Men International

was continued under the

leadership of IP Kim

Sang-chae. Former UN

Secretary-General Ban

Ki-moon gave a one-

hour lecture in person

on the theme of “New

Leadership for the New 100 Years.” The event was

broadcast live worldwide through YouTube.

As a commemorative project for the 6th Korea Area

Convention, 15 million KRW (approx.  USD 12,600)

was donated to the National Council of YMCAs of Korea.

And also about 4 million KRW (approx.  USD 3,365),

which was collected at the New Year service on the second

day, was granted to Seoul Region to hold a charity event

to help North Korean defectors and the people with

muscular dystrophy.
AP Park Seung-cheol

Sourced from IP News, February 2022

Former UN Secretary-General Ban

Ki-moon  addressing the delegates

One picture to keep
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NEWS FROM AREASNEWS FROM AREASNEWS FROM AREASNEWS FROM AREASNEWS FROM AREAS

A new natural play space at Paul William Alexander Park

(formerly known as Superior Park) has finally materialised

in the heart of the city of Toledo, Ohio, the birthplace of

YMI founder, Paul William Alexander.

Toledo City Mayor Wade Kapszukiewicz who took a

keen interest in the project worked with Terrinae Griswold,

a winning artist from Sherman Elementary, whose

drawing helped inspire the park’s final design. This project

is a partnership between the City of Toledo, The Toledo

Zoo, Toledo Public Schools, Bowling Green State

University, The Arts Commission, and the Friendly

USA: PWA Park Gets a New Look

Center. It is in the final stages thanks to a grant from

ESPN and LISC Toledo.

Readers may recall that the City of Toledo dedicated

the former Superior Park to the memory of Paul William

Alexander in the presence of a large number of

international delegates who gathered in Toledo to attend

the RDE Summit in November 2019.

It was in 2019 that Toledo City Council unanimously

voted to rename the park Paul William Alexander Park.

Superior Park was selected because of its proximity to

where Mr. Alexander was raised.

A ‘Pilgrim’ from Korea at the Birthplace of Judge Alexander

PRD Jong An Park from Korea Area went on what finally may be called a pilgrimage to the birthplace of Paul William

Alexander. He visited several locations in Toledo, Ohio, especially visiting a number of key sites in the city relating to our

founder, Paul William Alexander, including his childhood home and his grave that is now marked with a headstone

installed by YMI as part of the Legacy Project (pictures above). The picture on top shows him in front of the new name

board at the park that was renamed by the City of Toledo in 2019 to honour Judge Alexander.

L: PRD Jong An Park of Korea at the PWA Park in Toledo. In the picture on the right is Toledo City Mayor Wade Kapszukiewicz with local residents at the park
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NEWS FROM AREASNEWS FROM AREASNEWS FROM AREASNEWS FROM AREASNEWS FROM AREAS

Jeevan Jyothi (light of life), a unique charitable

intervention to help poor chronic kidney patients to

undergo dialysis was launched by Bangalore District 2

recently. Two hospitals – Medical Mission Hospital,

Hoskote in rural Bangalore and St John’s Hospital in peri-

urban Bangalore – have been identified and memoranda

of understanding signed to give concessional rates to

patients referred by Y’s Men in Bangalore.

According to this understanding, the Y’s Men

Charitable Trust (promoted by the District, specifically

for donors to avail tax benefits) will underwrite INR

1,000 (USD 13.00) for every dialysis availed by a patient

referred by the club members. Any amount over this

charged by the hospital will either have to be borne by

the patient or supported by the hospital or another

charity organisation.

It may be recalled that deaths due to kidney failure in

India is greater in comparison to other low- and middle-

income economies with a similar socio-demographic

index. Both in absolute and relative terms, the proportion

of patients with kidney failure who have access to

treatment and are covered by an insurance scheme is low

in India, even lower than in China, the only country more

populous than India.

A 2018 estimate put the number of patients on chronic

dialysis in India at about 175,000, giving a prevalence of

129 per million population. A review estimated that

about two-thirds of all patients with kidney failure died

without receiving dialysis in 2010.
Jinu George, District Secretary

India: “Jeevan Jyothi” Offering Hope to Kidney Patients

IPE K.C. Samuel hands over the mock of a 1000-rupee coupon to Medical

Mission Hospital staff in front of the dialysis unit

Y’s Charitable Trust Secretary K.V. Jose Medical Mission Director Rev Jinson K.

Mathew exchange the signed MoUs in the presence of IPE Samuel and DG Subeesh

Y’s Men’s Club of Youth Ministry, Mid West India Region, India Area, organised a cycle rally in February in support

of women’s empowerment. Wearing pink ribbons on their wrists as an expression of solidarity with the idea of

women’s empowerment, 25 cyclists from different locations in Kerala and of different age groups joined the

“Cyclathon” that went around the city of Kochi in Kerala.

India: Spreading Awareness on Women’s Empowerment

14
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NEWS FROM AREASNEWS FROM AREASNEWS FROM AREASNEWS FROM AREASNEWS FROM AREAS

At the moment, everything is good in Moldova, there is

no war on our territory.

All members of our organisations are involved in

volunteer work to help refugees from Ukraine. Our

volunteers are divided into several teams, at all border

crossing points between Moldova and Ukraine, where they

help them with essential packages.

Our Youth Centre accepts refugees who have nowhere

to live for the first time and help them continue on their

journey or stay in Moldova.To date, more than 70,000

refugees from Ukraine have arrived in Moldova, and with

the current situation in Ukraine, their number will

Moldova: Readying for the Impending Influx
(An Early Update from Friends in Moldova)

increase.

We would appreciate any form of help that you can

offer. But more specifically we would need: warm clothes,

diapers, blankets, pillows, sleeping bags, long lasting and

easy to store food, hygiene products, and so on.

Thank you all for your support!

Sincerely,

YMCA Moldova, YMCA Voievod and Y’s Men

Moldova teams

(from a mail posted on 2 March 2022) For more information

and updates, visit the YMCA Moldova Facebook page –

https://www.facebook.com/ymcamoldova/

Atherton Y Service Club members and Atherton YMCA

members gathered at Atherton YMCA for a lei-making

(garland-making) event. Leis are usually used to greet visitors

and delegates participating in programmes while some

will be used as a fundraiser. The lei is the symbol of the

Aloha spirit in Hawaii – a common symbol of love,

friendship, celebration, and honour.

Hawaii: Making Greeting Leis

Volunteers in place ready to greet those crossing the border to safety

15

Hilo Y Service Club supported the Y Spring Day Camp

Junior Leaders Programme at the Island of Hawaii YMCA.

Each junior leader was presented a certificate of

appreciation and Y lanyards for their outstanding

volunteer service with nearly 100 happy keiki (children)!

Great job junior leaders!

Hawaii: Junior Leaders Honoured
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invites
Club leaders to send stories

of activities undertaken with

one or more high-resolution

pictures and appropriate

captions. Write-ups must

not exceed 150 words.

Readers are also requested

to send their views and notes

on matters of concern for the

movement, globally.

Submit your stories and

pictures at:

 www.ysmen.org/ymiworld

Last date for submission for

next issue:

31 May 2022

NEWS FROM AREASNEWS FROM AREASNEWS FROM AREASNEWS FROM AREASNEWS FROM AREAS

The 2021 edition of the food drive,

annually organised by the Y’s Men’s Club

of Lagos since 2018, was held on 19

December 2021. The venue was the

YMCA of Lagos.

The occasion, which pulls a good

crowd into the YMCA premises every

year, was billed to start at 4 pm and, as

expected, it was well attended by scores

of beneficiaries who were in their seats

as early as 3.30 pm.

After the opening prayer, Club

Africa: Yet Another Successful Food Drive
President Bayo Arumosoye welcomed

the attendees and reminded the gathering

that the event held in December, during

which month Christmas falls, represents

the spirit of giving and serving the less

privileged in the community.

Moments of exhortation followed

with the Club President saying, “as the

service arm of the YMCA, the club

has taken it upon itself to organise the

drive in line with the biblical

injunction of Christ to share what we

have with the less privileged and the

poor among us.”

The Club President also, in

conjunction with three other members

of the club, took the invited beneficiaries

down the lane of the history of the club,

the genesis of the food drive and what

any of the beneficiaries or their children

or friends who join the club stand to

gain and enjoy as active, fruitful and

dynamic members.
Badejo Matthew, Club Secretary

The Lagos club team in action during the event

We invite your club and all others

around the world to conduct one or

more celebration activities in the

Week of Celebration from 1 – 8 May

2022.

This little book is meant to be a

source of inspiration for clubs to

motivate them to celebrate 100 years

of friendship and charity.

As it is our 100th year, we tried to

find 100 suggestions on how your

club might celebrate the occasion.

We did not find 100, but maybe you

and your club can find one we

missed. If you do, please be sure to

let us know your idea on the

Facebook page!

Download the booklet from:

www.ysmen.org

Calling All Clubs to

Celebrate

Y’s Youth Krishnan Unni of Kochi, Kerala (MWIR,

Area India) has been elected International Youth

Representative for the activity years 2022 to 2024.

Unni is an Electronics and Communication Engineering

graduate currently working in an edtech firm.

He hails from a Y’s family and has been an

active young member in his parental club and at the

District, Regional and Area levels since 2017. Unni

also attended the IYC in 2018 held at Yeosu, South

Korea.

Apart from this, he has been elected Secretary of

the College Association and was a member of the

University Academic Council during his student days.

IYR 2022-24
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United as One

MANTRA FORMANTRA FORMANTRA FORMANTRA FORMANTRA FOR

THE SOULTHE SOULTHE SOULTHE SOULTHE SOUL

*Max Ediger directs the School of Peace from

Cambodia.

He has been a blogger for long and this piece is one

of the older blogs taken from http://calebandshalev.

wordpress.com/
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Aunti Lek, as most people call her,

scavenges through the streets and lanes

of Thailand’s capital city of Bangkok

looking for discarded paper, plastic,

aluminium, and other items that can be

recycled. She loads this “garbage” into

her cart and when it is full goes to a local

collection station where she can sell it

all by the pound. The small amount of

money she earns each day is barely

enough to pay for food for herself, her

mentally challenged daughter and her

husband. Several years ago, her husband

was injured in an accident at the factory

where he worked as a floor sweeper and

now, he stays at home while Aunti Lek

makes her rounds trying to support the

family alone. If she misses one day of

work, there will be no food on the table.

Life is exceedingly difficult for Aunti Lek

and her small family, but they get by

because they live as squatters in a vacant

lot so do not need to pay rent. They

have no electricity but can get water from

a nearby tap at a ridiculously cheap price.

There are many Aunti Leks in the

world and their struggles to survive go

on every day and every night. Our lives

are intricately connected to their lives

even though we are not even aware of

their existence. Unfortunately, in this

globalised world, what we do or do not

do can have a serious impact on the

ability of people like Aunti Lek to eat,

go to school, get medical care, or simply

get a drink of water. Aunti Lek’s story

illustrates this.

When Aunti Lek’s cart is full of used

paper, she sells it for a few cents to a

local collecting station. This money will

help buy a few vegetables and rice for

the family’s evening meal. The local

collecting station then sells the paper to

a nearby recycling factory which sorts it

and bales it for export to China where

it is sold to another factory that converts

all of the scraps of paper into cardboard.

The cardboard is sold to yet another

factory that produces cardboard boxes.

Our liberation from this

destructive slavery (of

consumerism) can only come

when we seek to build an

economic system based on

justice and equality, for we

cannot continue to increase

our consumption of the

world’s resources without

finally destroying all of our

communities.

These boxes are purchased by a toy

factory in which to pack the toys they

export to companies in America like

Wal-Mart. We purchase those toys for

our children on their birthdays or at

Christmas. Thus, our purchase of a

child’s toy made in China helps provide

a few small coins to people like Aunti

Lek so they can eat a simple meal with

their families.

Intricately Connected to Global

When the economy in the United

States faces a crisis, as it does now,

Americans will buy fewer toys for their

children which means that the toy

company in China can make fewer

exports. Consequently, they need fewer

cardboard boxes which means the box

factory needs less cardboard. The final

result, on down the line, is that there is

less demand for the scrap paper Aunti

Lek is able to collect and so either the

price for each pound of paper goes down,

or the local collector simply no longer

wants to buy it. Either way, Aunti Lek

is left without the small income she

needs to purchase food and so her family

goes hungry until she finds some other

means of income.

Globalisation has connected us in

ways we are not always aware of. While

globalisation may have brought some

good things to us, the fact that capitalism

is at the heart of economic globalisation

has meant that people in some distant

and hidden slum in Bangkok will suffer

if we do not continue buying things. We

are caught in a cycle in which we have to

keep buying increasingly to keep our

own economy afloat as well as to keep

Aunti Lek and family fed. If our

purchasing of new stuff stops, or even

slows down, the economic pinch is felt

as far back as a poor woman in a slum in

Bangkok. We are enslaved by the

consumerism that now permeates our

global community.

Our liberation from this destructive

slavery can only come when we seek to

build an economic system based on justice

and equality, for we cannot continue to

increase our consumption of the world’s

resources without finally destroying all of

our communities. As our lives are now

so intricately connected to the Aunti Leks

of the world we need to collaborate with

them to help identify and build a

globalised society that does not depend

on a need for constantly growing

purchasing needs. Perhaps a good place

to start would be to explore more deeply

what kind of community the early church

was trying to create when they were

“…united as one-one heart, one mind!

They did not even claim ownership of

their own possessions. No one said,

‘That’s mine; you can’t have it.’ They

shared everything. The apostles gave

powerful witness to the resurrection of

the Master Jesus, and grace was on all of

them” (Acts 4: 32-33).
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International Presidents 1998 – 2010

73. Erick Kim

IP: 1998 to 1999

Home Club: California, USA

76. Dr. Paik Seung-ho

IP: 2001 - 2002

Home Club: Seoul, Korea

Our 73rd International President was Erick Kim from

California, USA. He served from 1998 to 1999.

Our 74th International President was Ole Hanson from

Vadenstedt, Vejle, Denmark. He served from 1999 to

2000.

74. Ole Hanson

IP: 1999 - 2000

Home Club: Vadenstedt,

Vejle, Denmark

75. Dale Fotheringham

IP: 2000 - 2001

Home Club: Central Coast, NSW,

Australia

Our 75th International President was Dale Fotheringham

from Central Coast, NSW, Australia. Dale served from

2000 to 2001.

Our 76th International President was Dr. Paik Seung-ho

from Seoul, Korea. He served from 2001 to 2002.

77. William (Bill) Ward

IP: 2002 - 2003

Home Club: Torrance,

California, USA

Our 77th International President was William (Bill) Ward

from Torrance, California, USA. He served from 2002

to 2003.

78. Jacob Cherian

IP: 2003 - 2004

Home Club: Thiruvalla, India

Our 78th International President was Jacob Cherian from

Thiruvalla, India. He served from 2003 to 2004.
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International Presidents 1998 – 2010

79. John L. Choa

IP: 2004 - 2005

Home Club: Manilla, Philippines

Our 79th International President was John L. Choa from

Manilla, Philippines. He served from 2004 to 2005.

80. Benson Wabule

IP: 2005 - 2006

Home Club: Thika, Kenya

Our 80th International President was Benson Wabule

from Thika, Kenya. He served from 2005 to 2006. Benson

was the first person elected from Africa to that post.

81. Choi Han-Ki

IP: 2006 - 2007

Home Club: Pusan, Korea

Our 81st International President was Choi Han-ki from

Pusan, Korea. He served from 2006 to 2007.

82. Lasse Bergstedt

IP: 2007 - 2008

Home Club: Gistrup, Denmark

Our 82nd International President was Lasse Bergstedt

from Gistrup, Denmark. He served from 2007 to 2008.

83. V.S. Bashir

IP: 2008 - 2009

Home Club: Kollam (Quilon), India

Our 83rd International President was V.S. Bashir from

Kollam (Quilon) India. He served from 2008 to 2009.

Our 84th International President was Kevin Cummings

from Springhill, Nova Scotia, Canada. He served from

2009 to 2010.

84. Kevin Cummings

IP: 2009 - 2010

Home Club: Springhill, Nova Scotia,

Canada
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