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It’s time he had a rest! 

We all know that when Wally takes on a task there will be no half-heartedness about his participation.  What 

most of us don’t know is the depth of his involvement in the International aspects of Y’dom.    One of the 

exercises he has been involved in for over 25 years is the reviewing and 

modifying of our International Manuals!  In the early 2000s Wally was 

asked by the then ISG, Rolando Dalmas, to convert paper manuals into a 

format for electronic distribution and he did this for many years until a 

Manual Review Committee was set up.  This committee meets on a 

monthly basis and after 67 sessions he has finally retired.   

That a committee was needed to take on the work that Alan had done 

individually for 20 years is an indication of the amount of work involved 

and our Club is so lucky to have someone with such tenacity as a member. 

It is very good news to hear that Alan has recovered from his recent fall! 

 

 

Early June Coffee Morning 

Poor weather kept the number of visitors down this time but we managed to take 

£50 this month, so not a disaster.  Thanks again to the cake providers, helpers 

and customers. 

Please note future dates which will be Saturdays, 27th June (note change), 1st 

August, 5th September, 10th October, 7th November with the December date 

yey to be decided. 

 

 

Diary Dates 

18th June Dinner Night  – Something different! 

20th June Visit to St. Fagans – National Museum of History, Wales – own transport. 
4th July C. & S. E. Conference by Zoom, commencing 10 a.m. BST. 

Cream Tea, to include Presidential Handover at Bob & Sherry’s @ 4 o’clock. 
17th Sept. Dinner Night 

14th Nov. Quiz Night – 14th November at The Tynings 



Visit, 16th May 2026 to The Museum of Bath at Work 

 
Just six members and family turned up for what was an interesting morning.  The premises were originally 

built as a ‘Real Tennis’ court in 1777 but was not viable for economic reasons and has now become the 

museum. 

 

We were met by a volunteer guide who explained that Bath did 

not have a ‘main’ museum like Bristol but had several smaller 

museums showing different aspects of the city.  We saw an 

original Bath Chair which had replace the Sedan Chair due to the 

hilly contours of the city.  Also on show was one of the first sports 

cars, manufactured in  1914 by the Horstmann Car Company. 

 

Sidney Horstmann also had another claim to fame – the walls, 

ceiling and floors of his bedroom were painted in black and white 

stripes!  

 

After being shown many other items including a cinema 

presentation telling of films made in Bath over 120 

years, we were then let loose to explore the remaining 

exhibits which mainly comprised a reconstruction of  

the J. B. Bowler engineering and soft drinks factory 

showing the offices and manufacturing areas of the 

original works in Avon Street.  Amongst the many 

photographs covering much of Bath’s industrial past 

was one of the staff of Bath Flight Works – an aircraft 

manufacturing facility during WW1 – and my brother, 

fellow Club member John, identified one of the staff as 

being our Grandfather!  After the Armistice the factory 

was converted into a large-scale furniture works.  Other 

photos were from the 1926 General Strike and there was reference to a comment by the King asking a Lord, 

“Could you live on the amount you pay your mine workers?” 

There were so many items on view; this interesting museum is well worth a visit. 

Bob Gray 
 

 

Proposed visit across ‘the bridge’ 
 

For those who read the Board of Governor's minutes, you will be aware of the trip to St Fagans National 
Museum of History, just west of Cardiff, on June 20th.  Entry is free and blue badge parking is also free.  We 
will use our own transport – maybe share lifts – and meet at the museum.  More details at June dinner night. 
 
 
 
 
A man walks into a bar and orders a triple brandy followed by double whisky chaser.  “You know”, he says to the 
barman,” I shouldn’t really be drinking this with what I’ve got.”  “Why, what have you got?” asks the barman.  “50 
pence!”, says the man. 



More J. B. Bowler products & labels 
 

 

 

 

 

 
A recently restored 1921 Horstmann Super 

Sports being put through its paces, after over 

100 years, at the Toyota test track near 
Derby. 

 



  

May Dinner Night – “Yanks in Bristol” 
 

At last month’s dinner night, Oliver Davey delivered a presentation entitled “Yanks in Bristol”, examining the 

history of American forces stationed in Bristol after 1941, when the Britain was at war with Germany. 

The research was originally inspired by family history: Oliver’s great aunt was a G.I. bride.  During the war, 

she was employed at a social club near The Downs, where she met an American serviceman.  Following the 

end of hostilities, she travelled to the United States aboard the Queen Mary to join him.  When attempting 

to locate precise details about her workplace, he found that documentation regarding the American military 

presence in Bristol during the Second World War was surprisingly scarce.  This gap led to extensive research, 

forming the basis of his talk.  

 

His presentation addressed two key themes: the experience of young American service personnel arriving in 

an unfamiliar city and the impact of a large U.S. military presence on the daily lives of Bristol’s residents. 

Long-time inhabitants of Barton Hill recalled troop-trains carrying US service personnel arriving at a railway 

siding near the Rhubarb Tavern.  For many Americans, this was their first trip overseas.  Arriving in Bristol, 

they saw directly the damage and hardship the city had suffered during the Blitz.  Locals welcomed them 

warmly, knowing their support was essential to winning the war against the Nazis.  
  

There’s a noticeable absence of stories from those days but leading up 

to D-Day there were up to 300,000 US troops stationed in and around 

Bristol and much of the D-Day planning took place in Bristol.  (This map 

shows some of the US Army camps in and around our city – sorry about 

the quality.)  Not surprisingly, lifelong friendships were made, marriages 

forged, and sometimes broken, with many war-time brides moving 

across the Atlantic to new lives in the USA. 

 

Footnote: 

Apart from any offspring from Anglo/American relationships, there was one permanent reminder of the US 

Army’s presence in Bristol and that was the 298th General Hospital at Frenchay – barely a mile from where 

our Kingswood Club holds its meetings.  Although originally The Frenchay Park Sanatorium it was gradually 

expanded and in 1942 handed over to the US Army for military casualty use.  After the war, the hospital came 

back into civilian service and from the 

creation of the National Health Service in 

1948 served the community well until its 

closure in 2014.  Most of its early history 

has been forgotten but the US Army 

occupation is often mentioned.   

 

A photo montage of a young lady, Norma 

Raley who came from Illinois to serve at 

Frenchay Hospital.   

 

                      

 

 

Harry went into the barber and was horrified to discover a trim would cost £20.  “Well, to be honest”, said the 

barber, “the trim is only £5 – the extra £15 is a search fee!” 


