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News from the BoG
The appeal to members to donate £10/head for Time of Fast has resulted in £400 being donated by
members. This is exactly the same amount as was sent to International last year. One in the eye for
Covid-19. And, (is it arrogant to say it?), an example for other Clubs around the world.

The BOG agreed that the following donations should be made from the funds raised through the Virtual
Coffee Mornings
Great Western Air Ambulance
£200 BUST
£100
Prostate Cancer UK
£100 Children’s Hospice Southwest £100

The BOG agreed the following donations be sent along with our Semester 2 dues: The figures shown in
brackets are the amounts sent last year.
Roll Back Malaria
£210 (£150)
Brotherhood Fund
£120 (£120)
Regional Project
£200 (£100)
YES fund
£ 50 (£50)

This event, originally conceived as a way of celebrating the Club’s 60th birthday, is still in the Diary for
24th and 25th April. Let us hope that the pandemic will be history by then and this can therefore take
place. Those who do not want to take part have been refunded their deposits.

For a long time Mike Bendrey has hoped that we might be able to visit the National Memorial Arboretum
in Staffordshire. The hope remains but we must just wait until Boris chooses to permit this. We’ll have a
celebration edition of the Youngster when this happens.

Zoom Coffee Mornings
We’ve now enjoyed 47 (or thereabouts) Zoom meetings on Saturday mornings. “It’s time for a change” said
Alan. Or, to put it another way, “It’s a change of time.” Now we’re going to start at 10.30 instead of 10.00.
This is in recognition of the difficulty many of us oldies now find in getting up in the morning. The other
change is the introduction of ‘mini talks’. Christine Bilella started this off with a description of her
attempts to get the job of announcer on ‘Tim’, the speaking clock. Graham Walker followed the next week
with anecdotes from his teaching career at Soundwell College - every one about young ladies met there.
On the 20th Chris Holmes related anecdotes about Concorde and Bill Bailey told us about his time as a
greengrocer. Next week (27th February) Bob Gray is going to describe happenings at the Club in its early
years.
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Support for Charities
Kingswood Y’s Men’s Club, Bristol, England has run many fund-raising projects since its chartering 60
years ago, so that over that time it has been able to make donations to local, national and
international charities. It has run music competitions, sold coffee and hot dogs to overnight travellers
to their holiday destinations on the South coast of England, Christmas Trees and many other fundraising activities.
Its latest projects have been Quiz Nights and a Big Band Concerts for the local community but the
onset of the pandemic Covid-19 has meant that these events could no longer take place. In addition,
our monthly club dinner nights were no longer possible from March 2020, as were our regular coffee
events at a local church, where coffee and cakes were sold to shoppers on Saturday mornings.
Although we were unable to meet physically, we decided that we would meet on Zoom every Saturday
to replace the coffee morning. Furthermore, it was decided to encourage members to donate some
funds to our charity account, especially as they were no longer spending their money on our monthly
dinner nights or at the coffee mornings. This enabled us to maintain our charitable support that we
would otherwise have funded from our projects.
It was a great success; by the middle of February we had raised over £3,000 for charities from our
members. Traditionally, the club members exchanged Christmas cards at the December meetings, but
it was decided to run a club Christmas card sent to all members by email to which members were
invited to make a contribution. That initiative has raised £210 which will go to ‘Roll Back Malaria’.
Many charities in the UK have reported that support for their activities have been badly affected by
Covid-19, but Kingswood Y’s Men’s Club has been able to maintain its charitable giving during that
difficult period.

Dwell on these for a little while.
It’s weird being the same age as old people.
When I was a kid I wanted to be older…this is not what I expected.
Life is like a helicopter. I don’t know how to operate a helicopter.
Chocolate is God’s way of telling us he likes us a little bit chubby.
It’s probably my age that tricks people into thinking I’m an adult.
Never sing in the shower! Singing leads to dancing, dancing leads to slipping, and slipping leads to
paramedics seeing you naked. So remember…Don’t sing!
During the middle ages they celebrated the end of the plague with wine and orgies. Does anyone know
if there is anything planned when this one ends?
If 2020 was a math word-problem If you’re going down a river at 2 MPH and your canoe loses a wheel,
how much pancake mix would you need to re-shingle your roof?
I see people about my age mountain climbing; I feel good getting my leg through my underwear
without losing my balance.
We can all agree that in 2016 not a single person got the answer correct to, ‘Where do you see yourself
five years from now?’
I’m at a place in my life where errands are starting to count as going out.
Coronacoaster
: the ups and downs of a pandemic. One day you’re loving your bubble, doing
workouts, baking banana bread and going for long walks and the next you’re crying, drinking
gin for breakfast and missing people you don’t even like.
Don’t be worried about your smartphone or TV spying on you. Your vacuum cleaner has been collecting
dirt on you for years.
I’m getting tired of being part of a major historical event.
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More nostalgia
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