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Dates for your Diary

20th January Dinner Night - Speaker Andy March - Chernobyl Children’s Lifeline
29th January     10.00hrs Real Coffee Morning @ Staple Hill Methodist Church
    Come and buy cake!
7th February  Board of Governors meeting - President Pete’s home. 
17th February  Dinner Night - Speaker Ian Bailey - Street Pastors
5th March  10.00hrs Coffee Morning @ Staple Hill Methodist Church
17th March  Dinner Night - Speaker Chas Ashley - The Secrets of Maps
March/April  President’s Lunch – where and when  t.b.c. 
2nd April   10.00hrs Coffee Morning @ Staple Hill Methodist Church
2nd April   Band Concert @ Mangotsfield School – waiting on school.

January 2022
This month’s edition is being created in a hurry so please forgive any errors! 
Editor Roger is in hospital for a check up and has passed the information to me to set out 
this issue on his behalf.
Wally

Notes from the Board of Governors.

Jean Short left a sum of £1,000 in her will for the club to use as it felt appropriate. We 
have decided to target young people in our district and propose to ask youth leaders 
for recommendations of deserving youngsters who need financial support to take part 
in activities. The idea is for five ‘bursaries’ of £200. Ideas from club members would be 
welcomed.

Regrettably we have decided to postpone the Race night until later in the year. Our social 
programme is on hold until the Covid situation becomes clearer.

Coffee Morning on December 30th was held as a Zoom session held jointly with the 
Bromley Heath Probus. Eighteen  attended with one from Australia and two from Germany

January 8th Coffee Morning was cancelled and a Zoom session held with 21 attending. We 
were pleased to welcome Cleebow Idiculla, son of  Daies Idiculla - President of the Ajman 
club, UAE. Cleebow is studying at Bristol University and hopes to join us at a future meeting.
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Meet a Member – Leon Found

This month we meet yet another Bristol boy, born in St George just 
before the war. Indeed his earliest memories are going down the 
garden to the air raid shelter and listening to the bombs whistling 
down, fortunately for us he ducked in time. He was schooled in Two 
Mile Hill Junior School and Air Balloon Hill Secondary Modern School. 
Leon admits he was not an exceptional student; he enjoyed English, 
Geography and Science but not Mathematics.  As a young lad he joined 
the St John Ambulance as a cadet and there took up the bugle, the 
start of a musical lifetime.

He left school at 15 with ambitions to become a nurse following his experience in the St John 
Ambulance; however he could not enter training until he was 17+. As a stop-gap and earn a 
bob or two he took a job with a shipping company. National service came along and he joined 
the RAF. The options available were Band, Medical and Surface Movement Division. For once 
the system seems to have noticed his previous experience and he was drafted into the Service 
Movement Division. After the obligatory square bashing he was sent to Liverpool Docks to 
look after the movement of men and equipment by sea to foreign bases. He continued with 
his music and joined a local band, the Edgehill ( British Rail) band playing brass band music 
in the locality. Leon admits his 21 months there were “a very easy time”. When asked when 
he left the RAF the reply is very accurate – “Noon, January 31st 1958!” Returning to civilian 
life Leon joined a shipping company in Bristol where he stayed in various positions until he 
retired in 2012. The company was taken over at one time and Leon moved with the changes. 
Eventually there was a management ‘buyout’ and he became part of the ownership of the 
company taking on consultancy positions until his retirement.

Enough of this background and on to more exciting things. Leon was 
determined to stay single until he found the ‘right’ girl. At a party of 
nurses in Bath in 1965 he met a Miss Susan Wright and decided this 
was near enough for him. They married in 1967 and went to live in 
Kingswood, eventually moving to Oakdale Road where they have lived 
for 44 years. Two sons arrived, Nicholas in 1969 and James in 1971. 
In turn they have provided Sue and Leon one grandson and three 

granddaughters. All live locally and they are pleased to be able to see them all frequently.

Music has dominated his life as a semi-professional and enthusiastic amateur, playing for 
Theatres and Choral Societies. He is currently a member of the Phoenix Wind Band who will 
be playing for us at our fund raising event on April 2nd, Covid permitting.

He was introduced to Kingswood Y’s Men when Sue joined a ladies walking group which 
included Angela H and Chris B. They talked enthusiastically about us and invited Leon & Sue to 
a dinner. Leon says he wishes he had known about us earlier when he could have enjoyed the 
friendly and relaxed atmosphere of the club. He greatly admires the charity efforts of the club 
and his membership of the Board of Governors has opened his eyes to what the club achieves.
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The Golden Age of Shopping (The era of “The Divi”)

David Cheesley has been a regular contributor to our Dinner 
Nights and on 16th December he began by recalling legendary 
shopping stores in what he termed “The Golden Age of Shopping” 
and these were such stores as Woolworths, the International 
Stores (later Somerfield) and the Home and Colonial, together 
with the Penny Bazaar later to be the Pound Shop.

He mentioned particularly the opening of the first Woolworths 
Store in the United States in 1879 and the first Woolworths Store 

to open in the UK in 1909 on Blackboy Hill with Woolworths offering goods at thruppence 
or sixpence.  This period was also well known for the opening of the legendary Co-op with 
customers marvelling at the overhead change system and the use of the “Divi”.

David focussed specifically on the opening and completion of the Broadmead area between 
1952 and 1963 during which time many events occurred including the opening of Marks 
and Spencers in 1952 (sadly to close early next year), the opening of the new Woolworths 
in 1953 and the ending of the ration book system also in 1953.  Other well known stores 
opened in this period including John James and Currys and in 1957 Jones’s, later to be 
Debenhams and Lewis’s, followed by Bentalls and then John Lewis who now trade at the 
Mall.

So thank you to David for treating us to a slice of “The Golden Age of Shopping” evoking 
many memories not least for those of us who benefitted from “The Divi”.
Roger Clutsom

ENGLISH, THE PERFECT- IMPERFECT LANGUAGE 
Sometimes it seems like it would be better for all the English speakers to be committed to 
an asylum for the verbally insane. English is a crazy language. 
In what odd language do people recite at a play and play at a recital? Or, send shipments 
by car and cargo by ship? If a vegetarian eats only vegetables what does a humanitarian 
eat? How is it that a slim chance and a fat chance are the same, while a wise man and 
wise guy are opposites? How can overlook and oversee be opposites, while quite a lot 
and quite a few are alike? How can the weather be hot as hell one day and cold as hell 
some other day? 
Have you noticed that we talk about certain things only when they are absent? Have you 
ever seen a horsemore carriage, or a strapmore gown? 
You have to marvel at the unique lunacy of a language in which your house can burn up 
as it is burning down, or in which you fill in a form by filling it out, and in which an alarm 
clock goes off by going on! 
English was invented by people, not computers, and it reflects the creativity of the human 
race, which of course, isn’t a race at all! That is why, when I wind up my watch, I start it, 
but when I wind up this story, I end it! 
Borrowed from the Whittler, the Official Publication of the Whittlier A.M. Y Service Club. USA.



Scilla Remembered

Scilla Barnes entered the family of Kingswood Y’s 
Men when her husband, Chris, joined the club in 
January 2003. Chris died in January 2018 and Scilla 
took over his membership in May 2018. Both Chris 
and Scilla were quiet but enthusiastic members 
working in the background without taking an 
official position. The one activity Scilla and Chris 
always supported in a practical way was our 
monthly Coffee Mornings.

Scilla joined the WRENS in 1952 and eventually married Brian with whom she had three 
children. Sadly, Brian passed away at the very young age of 31 years, leaving her to bring 
up the young children. She eventually met and married Chris to whom she was married for 
many, happy years. 

Scilla and I had been friends for many years but became even closer during a wonderful 
holiday we shared in a Warner hotel at Cricket St Thomas in 2019. We enjoyed it so much 
that we booked again for 2020, this time at Bodelwyddan Castle, North Wales. Sadly, Covid 
ultimately robbed us of the opportunity to make some new memories and enjoy another 
holiday in each other’s company. I am grateful that we took that holiday in 2019 and will 
remember it fondly. My abiding memory of Scilla is that she made fantastic bread pudding 
and amazing shortbread - qualities which are always welcome in a friend and at coffee 
mornings! But first and foremost, she was a gentle woman, a lovely friend and will always 
occupy a special place in my heart.
 
Scilla had a stroke over a month ago and spent the rest of her days in Southmead Hospital 
without recovering, she died of pneumonia on December 24th. We will miss her quiet 
presence. 
Eileen Harding

We have received this nice thank you letter from the Great 
Western Air Ambulance Charity .
The text is rather difficult to read so here it is....
Dear Chris and everyone at Kingswood Y’s Men’s club.
Thank you so much for your recent donation of £250 to us here at 
GWAAC!
Your support is vital to our operations and helps ensure that we 
can continue to serve your community.
Should you wish to hear from GWAAC during one of your 
meetings. We would be delighted to attend and give a talk on 
what we do. Please let us know if this is something you would be 
interested in.
For now, thank you once again.
Toby and the GWAAC team.
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