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Zoom Meetings

Alan has introduced some short talks into these regular meetings. The
aim is to provide a little more variety and it’s also a recognition that
with the pandemic lots of us are spending this week very much like last
week and the week before that.
On the 6th March Bill Beaugie told us a little about his early days
in Y’sdom in Dumfries. The Y’s Men’s Club had been formed by
members of the local Round Table. It proved impossible to keep the
Club going for long but they did have a spell selling Christmas trees
which is presumably how Bill served his apprenticeship before joining
us. At one stage some of our Club members had visited Dumfries and
Bob and Sherry mentioned how happy they had been to play host to
Bill and his wife when they came down to Bristol to celebrate our
Club’s 25th Anniversary. A few years later they holidayed in Scotland
with Gwen and Norman and received hospitality from Bill and his wife,
Amanda.
The meeting on the 17th was led by Graham Walker in the
absence of Alan who was involved in virtual meetings with Y’s Men’s
leaders from around the world. The meeting featured two
contributions from members. Leon started off with a description of his
working life as a shipbroker. The writer imagined that a shipbroker
broke up old ships and perhaps even selling second hand ships it
turned out that he was a middle man finding ships for firms with
freight to be carried around the world and for ships looking for cargo
to carry. This seemed like a very interesting way of making a living
always with a world wide perspective.
Later on Roger gave us an illustrated talk about Cornwall as it
changed from being a county
committed to tin mining to one
depending for its livelihood on
tourism. Very imaginatively it was
presented as a conversation between
Roger and his children as they made
their way south. It was accompanied
by a presentation of nearly forty pictures; some drawings from
the eighteenth century and some pictures from Roger’s camera.
And just to keep our visitors happy there were photographs of
Dale and Jean Fotherham taken during their visit to Cornwall with the Cromwells many years
ago..
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Audrey Dayer – 1920 -2021
Audrey was a founder member of Hanham Y’s Men’s Club and
served for many years on the BOG, including time as social
secretary. She turned 100 in 2020 and was made an honorary
Centenarian Member. She is specially remembered by Hanham
for her enthusiastic work for the pantomimes and plays put
on by the club. At her funeral President John Liddiard gave a
moving tribute to Audrey’s contribution to the life of the club.
Due to the pandemic restrictions only a few were able to
attend her funeral on March 6th but a recording of the service
is available until April 5th at http://www.obitus.com using the
username Heki 9953 and password 260231.

Small World
At the Zoom meeting on 17th March Mike gave a fascinating talk entitled
‘Small World’ about his trip to Zambia where the Chinese had built a railway called
Tazara to take the export of Zambian copper to the port of Dar es Salaam in Tanzania.
The Chinese had built and supplied every aspect of the railway from the
infrastructure to rolling stock, and in particular had also supplied a training school
and a workshop on the line at Mpika, in northern Zambia. Mike’s job was to provide
an inventory of the equipment in both establishments with a view to identifying
future needs to be financed by various funding agencies such as the World Bank and
the European Development Bank.
The flight to Lusaka was fine, but whilst in the hotel Mike learned that some
visitors of the Zambian Government had been detained in the north. The Zambians were naturally
nervous that South Africans would sabotage the line; this was at the time of the world-wide embargo on
RSA ports because of apartheid and the line was taking business from Durban, the normal outlet for
Zambian copper. Attempts to get a clearance letter from the British High Commission failed – ‘They were
useless’ said Mike, so he was then faced with being driven 400 miles north to Mpika without much
support.
The tour around the training school was fine with full
co-operation. The visit to the workshop, however, was
different. He was initially rejected, but finally managed to bluff
his way into the manager’s office, with an equally frigid
reception. The manager asked Mike where he came from. With
the answer of Bristol the atmosphere changed. ‘My brother
lives in Bristol’ said the manager. Having seen his name on his
desk, Mike replied ‘Yes, he’s a student of mine at the
university and he lives opposite the church in Kingswood’. No
problems about co-operation from then on; in fact the
manager accompanied Mike back to the railhead at Kapiri
Mposhi on the sleeper train that night.
What are the chances of flying to Africa, driving north
into the bush for 400 miles and meeting the brother of
someone you knew. Small world!

An Aspirational Diary
Our ambition is to restart our monthly dinner nights in September on the third Thursday. i.e.:
September 16, October 21, November 18, December 16, January 20, February 17, March 17, April 21,
May 19, and June 16. Times as last year - 18.30 to 22.00.
The other question we have about the regular dinner nights is whether it would be possible to
have Jubilee hall rather than Concorde on a monthly basis as we often are squashed in the smaller hall,
You will remember we did discuss this possibility last year.
We would also like to book Jubilee hall for a Quiz night on Saturday October 23rd from 18.30 to
22.30. Hopefully this is available.
More news on this in due course.
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The rest of this edition is just for nostalgia - taken from 2005 Youngsters.
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Just for fun
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