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Windsor Trip - 26/27 September
What was originally planned as a 60th anniversary of the Club; visits to Windsor Castle, The Tower of
London and a banquet at a London hotel in between, and was so rudely interrupted by the Coronavirus
has been rescheduled for the 26th and 27th September. Let’s hope that the beastie doesn’t come back and
that the Castle and Tower are open to visitors by then. Thanks for your efforts Bob.

Virtual Coffee Mornings
When we were stopped from meeting together in March it felt as though something was missing. Zoom
seemed to be a possible answer with the ability to connect members, see each other and check how we
were all getting on during the pandemic difficulties. Some experiments between a few of us showed that
the Zoom programme was an effective way to keep in touch so on April 4th eight cameras enabled eleven
of us to get together in the first of our Virtual Coffee Mornings. The test was a success and all club
members were contacted with guidance on how to download the Zoom programme and join the chatting.
Since then we have held seven Virtual Coffee Mornings with up to 25 cameras linked during the session.
We have 33 members and 27 of them have used the Zoom sessions to keep in touch. We have also hosted
visitors from Hanham Club and Hamburg Club.

The sessions usually last just over an hour and typically start with general greetings; we then cover
news of what members have been doing during the previous week. Half way through this we take a break
for some light entertainment. Graham has shown us some of his YouTube downloads of musical events.
Wally took us on a trip to Russia showing how things are sometimes done differently there and Ken
showed us a fascinating video of the history of Jaguar Cars, which prompted memories of cars we once
owned. Clearly Video Conferencing is no substitute for being with actual friends but it certainly keeps us in
touch and makes many of us feel less lonely.
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This is why we love children
  I was driving with my three young children one warm summer evening when a woman in

the convertible ahead of us stood up and waved. She was stark naked! As I was reeling from the shock, I
heard my 5-year-old shout from the back seat, 'Mom, that lady isn't wearing a seat belt!'

 On the first day of school, a first-grader handed his teacher a note from his mother. The note
read, 'The opinions expressed by this child are not necessarily those of his parents.'

 A woman was trying hard to get the ketchup out of the jar. During her struggle the phone
rang so she asked her 4-year-old daughter to answer the phone. 'Mommy can't come to the phone to talk to
you right now. She's hitting the bottle.'

 A little boy got lost at the YMCA and found himself in the women's locker room. When he
was spotted, the room burst into shrieks, with ladies grabbing towels and running for cover. The little boy
watched in amazement and then asked, 'What's the matter, haven't you ever seen a little boy before?'

  While taking a routine vandalism report at an elementary school, I was interrupted by a little
girl about 6 years old. Looking up and down at my uniform, she asked, 'Are you a cop?
Yes,' I answered and continued writing the report.
'My mother said if I ever needed help I should ask the police. Is that right?'
'Yes, that's right,' I told her.
'Well, then,' she said as she extended her foot toward me, 'would you please tie my shoe lace?'

  It was the end of the day when I parked my police van in front of the station. As I gathered
my equipment, my K-9 partner, Jake, was barking, and I saw a little boy staring in at me.
'Is that a dog you got back there?' he asked.
'It sure is,' I replied.
Puzzled, the boy looked at me and then towards the back of the van. Finally he said, 'What did he do?'

 While working for an organization that delivers lunches to elderly shut-ins, I used to take my
4-year-old daughter on my afternoon rounds. She was unfailingly intrigued by the various appliances of old
age, particularly the canes, walkers and wheelchairs. One day I found her staring at a pair of false teeth
soaking in a glass. As I braced myself for the inevitable barrage of questions, she merely turned and
whispered, 'The tooth fairy will never believe this!'

 A little girl had just finished her first week of school. 'I'm just wasting my time,' she said to
her mother. 'I can't read, I can't write, and they won't let me talk!'

 While walking along the sidewalk in front of his church, our minister heard the intoning of a
prayer that nearly made his collar wilt. Apparently, his 5-year-old son and his playmates had found a dead
robin. Feeling that proper burial should be performed, they had secured a small box and cottonwool, then
dug a hole and made ready for the disposal of the deceased.

The minister's son was chosen to say the appropriate prayers and with sonorous dignity intoned his
version of what he thought his father always said: 'Glory be unto the Faaather, and unto the Sonnn, and
into the hole he goooes.' (I want this line used at my funeral!)

Christine Bilella
Christine joined us for the first time at the January dinner night though she
knew a bit about us from talking to Eileen B. She expressed a wish to join the
club and the plan was to induct her at the March dinner night. You all know
what happened then! Christine attended the 7th Virtual Coffee Morning on May
16th and tells us she enjoyed the banter and friendship during the session. You
might notice her in the top left in the May 16th group picture on the front page.
We now regard Christine as a full member of Kingswood Y’s Men’s Club and will
do the ‘official’ induction ceremony at the first opportunity.



3

Aglaia in the News

This article appeared in the Bristol Post on the
11th May.

Aglaia Hill was a member of the Club until a
few years ago. She is a very close friend of the
Bendrey family.

Mike adds further information and
photographs on the next page.
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Eileen and I have known Aglaia for
virtually 50 years since Eileen started
to attend her Greek evening classes at
the University. She's also our younger
son Stephen's Godmother. We have
been acquainted with most of her story
for some time and have asked her to
provide a written record, otherwise the
fascinating details would be lost forev-
er. This, fortunately, she has done in
her self-published book, although I be-
lieve she has skated over some of the
horrific scenes she witnessed during the
German occupation of Greece,
It's a relatively short book and the Bris-
tol Post article covers the bare bones of the story. When she came to
Bristol there were Greeks and Greek Cypriots living here but no com-
munity as such and
her husband, Alfie,
used to tour Bristol
on his motorbike to
trace the Greek in-
habitants so that
Aglaia would have
compatriot friends.
Thus, she was instru-
mental in bringing
the Greek communi-
ty together, which is
now a very strong
one, with its own
church in Warwick
Road.

Eileen and I attended Alfie's funeral at the Orthodox
Church in 1994, officiated by the Greek Orthodox
Bishop; the church was packed as he was also a popu-
lar member of the Greek Community. The book has
everything: an adventure story for the men and a
touching love story for the ladies! I can recommend it
to you.
Mike Bendrey

VE Day - 75 year Anniversary
It was interesting to hear at the Zoom Coffee Morning on the 7th May that
nearly everybody in the Club had been involved in a very joyous street party
near their home. When I enquired at my Probus Club a couple of days later
almost nobody had. Chris sent me this picture of him and Angela in
celebratory mood and I have added a three page publication I distributed to
my neighbours as a memory of what for us all had been a lovely day. I know it
doesn’t depict Y’s Men but if I send out the Youngster by email it doesn’t cost
me any more no matter how many pages there are.
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VE Day -75th Anniversary 8th May 2020






